0 0 


IMT Nuremberg Archives 


H — 197 


International Court of Justice 





| TT 


t 5 huguste-MBel-l Haynes 


OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT OF THE INTERNATIONAL MILITARY 
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LAWRENCE PRESIDING. 


THE PRESIDENTs Yes, Dre Delckmann 


HANS ROESSNER —- Resumed 
DIRECT EXAMINATION—- Continue 
BY DRe DE CIA (Gounsel for the SS): 
Qa “itness, on Saturday you said that the witness Re r, the accused 
Rascher, hai been in a concentration camp, at the end. ic you approve of 
this settleme 


on that these criminal 


ermal trial, wh: 


War Penal Co e-- provi 
to Hitler through Himmler 
the existing situatio 
oral ner a written complaint 

I may explain that, ce: 

in Riunich, 
minutes, was I acmitted to see Hitler because 

from me on the blocking off measures on the occasion Im. 


That is the only tinc, 


The cnly other thing I could huve done was to resign. On the basis 
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the xisting regulations, this would doubtless not have been accepted, 
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The last possibility was eigher to commit suicide or to:efuso obeci- 
ance as a soldier, for I was a general of the Waffen SS and was bound hy 
my oath of allegiance to the flage Then I would have been courtuartiale.. 
and sent to a concentration campe 

You just said that you were a General of the Waffen SSe So far you 

told the Tribunal only that you were a member of the General SS. 

and for what reason ¿id you become a General cf the Wafxen SS, althov.. 

then you hac had nothing whatever to co with the Waffen SS ? 

In the fall of 19) Himnler became Comnancer in Chief of the Reserve 
àrmye When he took over this office, the prisoner of war system alsc came 
vn er his jurisdiction. Himmler transferred to the Higher SS and Police 
Chiefs in tne fall of 194) the responsibility fcr safeguarding prisoner 
of war camps against mass escapes anc attempts to liberate .risoners from 
tho outsicee For this purpose, thé Hicher SS and Police Chief 
liigher Commanders prisoners cf ware International regulaticns re- 
garding prisoners of war -- accorcing to these regulations, police coul: 
nit be used to guard prisoners of w: The Hicher SS and Police Chiefs 


were taken over into the Waffen SS anc appointed Generals of the Waffen SS. 
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Ae I knew nothinze During the whole war, without interrup ption, I was in 
Munich, without boing in the occupied territory, Tocay I wkn » that it was 
impossible for a person who was not initiated t: penetrate intc the secret 
parts of the concentration campe There were incications here and there. In 
my official capacity I saw foreign papers which hac. be confiscated, but they 
Contained things which were not ture; I knew from my experiences As a resu 
I ccrsidered reports on such atrocities as evicence of enemy propagandae 
I cid nət listen tc enemy radio broadcasts, As the Tribunal kn Wna it was 
forbicden for every Gorman. Since we hac to ,unish ,eople wh. bye ke this 

awg I cic not think I sijould do it myself, As for the mass of the men of 
the General S, they neither ha: a part in these atrccities ncr did they 
know absut them accoraine to ay firm conviction, I am convinced that on 
the basis of the good relation f confidence between my men and me, they 
would certainly have askec questions of me when they came to visit me on 
their leavese They wovld have asked me certainly, they wold have said, 
"Obereruppen Fughror, co ym know about these things ? Is it true ? " 

No one of the non asked me anything like that. 

Qe On the basis f your knowledge of the organization and the fact that 
you have learnec after the ginning of the trial or aft the collapse, 
do you maintain that the mass of members of the General SS for whom you are 


s 1 "hd ann 
art in these crimes ? 


Ge at the wish of the Court I have recuced tho nuabor of witnesses to 
the absolute minimum cf five witnesses, I will only bring such witnesses 
as those wh. can give the Court answers on organizational questions and basic 
questionse Thercforsy in spite of your high rank, I must ask you what. the 
mass of these many thousands of unknown members cf the SS, according to your 
conviction, knew ? I will submit affidavits, documents and cther proof 


Later P] 


Àe In spite of my position and in spite of my survey, I knew nothing. I 


can only repeats how were the men to know about it who were cut &t the front 


or the few who remained at home, The hcrrible things that happened after 
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the catastrophe, the colliase == th so things were learred in the concentra- 
tion camp. Hundreds of t4cusancs of pecple were on the move. Thousands cf 
people were brought fror she border territory into the few camps which were 
Still available in s uta:rn Germany, in Dachau, There was an uninterrupted 
stream of people coming in throughout the winter, There was a typhus epi- 
demic which claimed «my victims. I learned that, also, only by accident 
through the Gauleitcr and Reteh Defense Commissicnere The workers for 
clearing away debris efter air raids could not be supplied be ause of the 
typhus epidemice 

Later, I hen. from a conference that this epidemic had had many vic- 
timse iioreovery in the last few Weeks, railroad lines were destroyed, The 
food supply was zlcckede here was hunger to a considerable extent, The 
Comandant told me it was imocssivle te Stop this epidemics There was no 
more medicine, Ths terrible ; ictures, anout which we all kn W, which have 
been shown hor». In any cas 2. the mass cf the men cf the General SS and 

members of the Waffen SS could not have known about them since no 


jo The General SS for which I am Speaking here cou 
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DR, PELCAMANN: For the point which the witness mentioned, the secret 
fear in the concentration camps anc the difficulty of penetrating into them 
I refer particularly t. the contents of the afficavits SS 6 to 67 and 69, 
affidavits of SS judges who concerned themselves with these things, 


I have no more questions, Mre President. Thank you, 


CROSS EXAMINATION 
BY Re ELWYN JONUSs 
Qe “itness, you denied on Saturday, that the SS was the heart of Nazism. 
Would you agree with mo that $t was the fist? 
ie I dicntt uncerstand exactly, I beg your pardon. 
Q I will ¿ut the question to you againe  Y.u cenied on Satruday that 


the SS was the heart of Nazism, Would you agree with the that it was the 


I did nct unierstanc the word before "ser ? 
I wil* pvi tae question təs you agains J 2m surprised that you cannot 
“uestion, TI wil, try again, 
on Satrucay saat tne SS was; the heart cf Nazisme Would 
that io was the fist ? This the fist, (Indicating ). 
the fist, TI assuwe that the Prosecutor means to say that with 
this fist we wegsc an attack. X can only poiat cut that we, as Schutze 
Staffcl had to rotect leading personalities, 
Qe hat I meant by the fist was that the ss Su, plied the brute force 
of Nazisme Is that not so ? 
4e I can only refor to what I described, that before 2933 we were a 
very small group of men, who up to 1933 amounted to about 25,000 to 35,000 
men throughout Germany, Germany had about 65 million people in 1933 s but 
it was in no proportion to the size cf the Party as such, 
Qe You are nct answering my question, you know. You are wancering off 
into Cetails that have no relevance to my question at alle I suggest to 
you that the killings by the SS on the 30th of Junes 1934 were a characte- 


ristie use of the SS as the fist of Nazism. 
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Qe The events of the 30th of 1c 1934 were, accorcing to my firm convic- 
tion and to that of my comracss, the result of a state of emergency an. the 
orders which were given were carried cut on the basis of thc orders of the 
nead of the state, . 

Qe’ You denied on Saturday that the SS hai taken any part in the shoctings 
of the 30th of Junes 1934  e- Are you seriously saying to the Tribunal that 
that is your evicence on that matter ? 

4. I can only say that in my field s in my cistrict, the General SS was 
in the barracks :f the Wehrmacht and the police, not «n the street, anc 
they cid not shoote 

Qe Sc you aro sa;ing that it was the Wehrmacht anc the police that cic 
the shooting that it was the forces of General Keitel anc the cthers who wers 
Q2oingz the Shootin:;s, are you ? 

4» I did not menticn those two names, nor dic I say that the uhermaeht 
hac carried cut the shc..tin.se In answer tc tho question of the defense 
counsel, I told why I believed that there was 2 State of oner encye .I said 
that I received instructions t. establish contact with the commander, of the 
Wehrkreis, but tnat does not mean that the Wehrmacht was to supply executions 
details ^r anythin.; like that, but only t have the possibility with the 
approval of the wherkreis commenter, to receive billets in barracks, 

Qe: You were a frequent visitor t, Dachau, weren't you ? 

A. Yese- 

Qe: and you saw nothing, there cexce|t ocd showcr baths, good food, satis- 
factory sanitation; that was a rest cam ? That was ycur evi ence on 
Saturcay about Dacheu, wasn't it ? 
jhe I cid not usc the wort "rest cam". .I was a scldier from 190 on and 
I hac. an im, ression cof how it locke in troor billets ani in a camp. I can 
only repeat that the sanitary installation s which I saw wore in excellent 
orcer, that durin; peacetime the prisoners ha à very occ state of nutrition 
anc, as I saw during the war, they received avera e f; à Like every .ther 
German, I can only say here on ozta that which I nyself saw with my wm 


Gye8e. 
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Qe Pid you ever ask to see the punishment cells, the completely dark 
cells where people were kept for three months cn bréad and water ? 

4e I can recall that such a tour through the camp went through a cell 
prison, that was a stone buildinge 

Qe If you answer my questions, we shall xet on faster, 

lig Yese 


Qe Did you ever see the completely dark cells ? 


ae I must say that one cannot see from outside a cell whether it is dark. 


Of course, every cell in every prison can be darkened. I did not see any; 
but for example, I know as Police Presicient, that for some prisoners there 
are cells with small windows, I didn't see them, but I will acmit that there 
could have been such cells, 

Qe Dic you ever ask to see the cam, re-ulations for the punishment of prie 
soners who Committec offenses in the cam; ? 

As No, I did nct cemand that, The camp commandant made an exh2ustive rer: 
during the tours. I hai no authority tc intervene in his affairs before 
these guestse 


Qe I just want you to look at what the resulations were as early as May 


MR. ELWYN JONES: I jut the document D-922 my Lordy which will be 
Exhibit GB 548, 

Qe (continuing) Now, these are the reyulaticns for the camp cf Dachau 
which was on your doorste;, you know, and you see in Para:ra.h 3 the runish- 
ments that can be imposed on ;ris.ners e 

"Cells may be milc, modium, or severe, The maximum term of the first 
two kincs is ei; ht wecks anc three months for the severe arrest. The 
execution of this kind of punishment is generally in solitary confinement. 
In the case of medium cells, the person undergoing punishment receives a 

l bed and only bread and water for food. Severe cells takes the same 
as the medium, but in a completely dark coll," 
and then, if you will lock at Paragra,h 8 of the regulations, you 


see that there is given power of life and death to the camp commandant 
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of Dachau and his staff. And in Parazraph 18, which sets out the procedure 
to be followed in the event of charges of disobedience for which a death 
penalty are decided by a camp creut which consists of the camp commandant, 
one or two officers to be nominated by the camp commandant and an SS man 
belonzi:g to the guard personnel. 

"Tye Prosecution is also to be undertaken by an SS man beloning to 
the camp commandant!s office who is to be nominated by the camp commancant, 
In the case of an even vote, the fresident vf the Cam, Court has the cas- 
ting vote. The President, is tho current cam; commancante" 

Did you know that the power of life an. death had been Biven in that 
way to these SS men who were run. $n; the concentration camrs, witness ? 

Ae This document has no headin. and no signature, I amy point that 
oute I have not seen these regulations. 

Qe I would be obliged if you , ould answer my question. Dic you know 
that the power of life and death wes given to the SS officials who ran 
these concentration camps as far sack as 1933 ? 

4e I do not know that. I cannot imacine it. I assume that executions 
were ordered by hicher authorities s but I cannot pass jucgment on that, 

Qe But you were the Higher SS and Police Chief for many yearSe You were 


Himaler's man, you know, weren't you ? 


TL CA 
| 
H0197 


-0014 





5 August «Mo GH = 5-2 - Titans TL UELUT 
H0197 —0015 


A In mytestimony I have repeatedly stated that the Higher SS and Police 
Chief, tho Oberabschnittsfuehrer of the General SS, and the Police President 
had no influence whatever on internal arrangements in the camp and were 
not the superiors of the camp commandante 

Q But whether you had influence or not, you were a confident of 
Himmler, his personal representative. Are you saying to the Tribunal thee 
you did not know what the details of Himmler's murderers! organization were? 

A According to these regulations which were shown to me, which indicate 


p 


jurisdiction over life and death, can only say that it was unknown to me, 
and that ilimler never once spoke 5o me avout these things; nor did I 
ever receive regul ations for mo: «re in a concentration camp, 

Q Did you ever hear of Uswald Pohl? 

A Yes. 

Q He was the head of the economic and administrative office of the Ss, 
was he not, the WVHA? 

A Yese 

Q Did you know that this organization, using SS personne, was 
employing murder as a means to establish loot on a colossal scale for the 
benefit of the Waffen SS and other SS organizations? 

A Yos; I heard that in the camp where I wase I never heard anything 

beforehand, but gold teeth and such were collected, 

Did you know of the great business in death that was bringing 
millions of marks to the coffers of the Reichsbank? And it was involving 
numerous departments of the Third Reich, 

A Wo, I did not know that, 
Q Lot me just read to you Oswald Pohl's affidavit, given to 
Dr. Kempner upon this matter -- it is Document 4045PS, which will be GB 549 . 


so that perhaps your memory may bo rofroshod, The affidavit reads: 


" : ` ; : : 
le My name is Oswald Pohl, I was born in Duisburg, Germany, on 


30th July 1892, Since lst Februery 1954 I was chief of the Economic and 
Administration Main Office of the Elite Guard (Schutzstaffel) (WVHA), 


I occupied this position permanently until Germany's capitulation. 
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"2e Through my activity as Chief of the WVHA I remember clearly two 
large business decals between my offico and the Reich Ministry of Economics 
and the Roich Bank of Mr, Walter Funk, One deal concerned textiles from 
persons killed in concentration camps, In this connection Himuler 
endeavoured to procure through Reich Economics Minister, Walter Funk, a higher 
allotment for the SS in tho uniform matcrial distribution. The othor business 


deal concerned the busin.ss connection of my office with the Reich Bank 


resident, Walter Funk, and the Reich "ank with regardto jewelry, rings, 


told teoth, foreign exchange and other articles of value from the possessions 
of people, particularly Jews, who had been killed in concentration camps. 

"S. The connection of my office with the Reich Bank with regard to 
textiles of persons who had been killed in concentratioyéamps, wag instituted 
in the year 1941 or 1942, At that time I received the order from the Reich 
Fuchrer-SS and the German Police, Hoinrich Himmler, who was my chief, to get 
in touch with the eich Economics ifinister, Walter Funk, to obtain a higher 
allotment of textiles for SS uniformse Himmler instructed mo to demand from 
Funk that we recoive privileged treatment, The Ministry of Economics 
was rocoiving from the concentration canps a large amount of textiles 
delivered, These textiles had been collected in the extermination camp, 
Auschwitz, and other extermination camps, oud then delivered to the proper 
office for used textiles, 

"4e As a result of this order reccived from my suporior, Himnlor, 
I visited the Reich Economics Minister, Funk, in his offices. I waitod 
only a short while in his anto-room and thon mot him alone in his office, 
I informed Funk of my instructions thot i was to ask him for moro toxtilos 
fron tho actions against Jews. I told him that we required these textiles 
for tho Waffen-Ss, Tho meeting lasted around ton minutos. It was oponly 
disoussod that wo earned perhaps privileged treatment on account of tho 
dolivor; of old Clothes of do.ad Jows, It was a friondly conversation 
botvoon Funk and mysolf and he said to mo that ho would Sottlo tho mattor 
favorably with the gentlomon ‘concerned, How tho Subsoquent settlement 
betweon Funk and his Subordimatos and my subordinates was handled in detail 


I do not know, 
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concerned tho delivery of articles of valuo of dead Jows to tho 
Roich Banke It was in tho ycár 1941 or 1942 after larger quantities of 
articlos of value, such as jewelry, gold rings, gold fillings, spectacles, 
gold watches and such, had beon collected in the extermination campse These 
articlos of valuo came in packed crates to Berlin to the WVHA, Himmler 
had ordered us to delivor these things to tho “cich Bank, I romomber that 
Himmler explained to mo that negotiations concerning this mattor had boon 
conducted with tho Roichsbank and iir, Funke As a result of an agroemont 
which my Chief had made, I discussed with Reichsbank Director Emil Puhl 

tho monnor of delivery. In this conversation no doubt romained that tho 
objects to be delivered wore tho jewelry and valuabics of concentration camp 
inmates, ospocially of Jews, who had been killed in extermination camps e 

Tho objocts in question wore rings, watchos, oye glasses, gold bars, wedding 
rings, broochos, pins, frmacs of glasses, foroign currency and othor valuables, 
Further discussions Concerning the delivery of those objects took place 
between my subordinates nad Puhl end other gontlemen of tho Roichsbank. It 
was a giant quantity of valuables, sinco tho dclivery continued for months 
and yoars e 

"A part of thoso valuablos of people killed in death camps I saw mysclf 

whon Roichsbank Prosident Punk and Vico-Proesidont Puhl invited us to an 
inspection of tho Roichsbank vaults end subsequently to dinnor. I don't 
romombor cxactly vhothor this was in 1941 or ia 1942, but I do romonbor that 
I already know Funk porsomlly ot that time from tho textile industry, as I 

havo described above, Vico Prosidont Puhl and several othor gontlomen 

of my staff wont to tho vaults of tho Roichsbank, Puhl himself lod us on this 


ccasi | AY) id 4 " Py 
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m staff i C nm z 
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"After wo had inspected tho various valuables in the vaults of the 
Roichsbank, wo wont upstairs to a room in order to have dinner with Roichsbank 
Prosidont Funk; this had boon arrangod for tho timo following tho inspoction, 
Besides Funk and Puhl tho gontlomon of my staff wore presentg wo were about 
lO to 12 persons. I sat beside Bunk and wo talked among other things about 

he valuables, which I had soon in his vaults, On this occasion it was 
clearly stated that a part of tho valuablos which wo had soon camo from 
concentration campse 

Q Now, is tho material contained in that affidavit news to you, witnoss? 


Yos s abso lutoly, : 


A 
Q You had no knowledge of it at all? 
A 


No, . 
Q Did you know that SS persornel were usod for the great manhunt of 

Jowish pcople all over Europo? 

A I havo road roports here dxwing tho trial that a certain Eichmann, 
aun SS momber, had this task, I novor saw lr, Eichmanng I nover had anything 
to do with him, I kmoiwtho facts from this report in this trial, 

Q Did you know that one of tho objects of those manhunts, apart from 
murdor, was to socuro loot for tho SS and for kindred Nazi organi zations? 

A No, Idid not know that, I lmow quito well that I was always in this 
country and never had anything to do with those mattors,. 

Q Did you know your colleague, Higher SS and Police Chicf Globocnik -- 
Gm L— Om Bow Om Com Nw Ik? 

Yos; I mot Globoenik once at a Fuchror moctinge I takked to him onc: 

Ho was a Higher SS and Police Chicf like yourself, was ho not? 

No, I do not boliovo SO» At that timo he was Oborfuohror and 
Prigadofuohroer, Às such ho could not bo Highor SS and Polico Chiof, And it 
was not in Gormany. I know that, 

Q We nay bo at cross purposes. I om spoaking of tho year 1943, In 
that yonr Globocnik was Highor SS and Polico Chiof in tho operational zone 


of tho Adriatic coast, was ho not? 


A That may bos; I do not knows It was possiblo, but not in tho Reich, 
15070 
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Q You have said as to your own position as Higher SS and Polico Chiof 
that you had no power of command over the SS and no authority over the 
pohicce That scoms to havo boon a summary of your functions as Higher SS 
ond Police Chief; is that right? 

A Yese I may romark that I expressly emphasized not only before this 
Tribunal but boforo tho Commission as well that I cannot tostify concorning 
tne powors of tho Highor SS and Polico Chicf outside. of Gormnnye 

Q That is onough, 

A Because thoir tasks were difforonte 

Q I can assist you in that caso, I wont you to look at a report of 
your colleaguo, Globocnik, on tho Action Reinhardt against tho Jowish people 
of Poland, 

MR, ELWYN JONES: It is Documont 4024 PS, which will bo Exhibit GB 550, 
It is a longthy report. My Lord, with respect, it docs merit the attention 
of tho Tribunal, 

BY MR. ELVYN JONES: 

Q ‘Witness, you sco that it is a roport from Globocnik to Himmlor 
dated 5 January 1943, The lotter starts: 

"Roichsfuchror, 

4 I am taking the liborty of submitting to you in the onclosod a report 
on tho oconomic development of the Action Reinhardt," 

In the noxt paragraph: 

"A proper winding yp and my relicf is necossary because I carricd out 
this activity within tho framework of tho SS" -- I would like to underline 


those words, "within tho framowork of tho SS" -- "and it must therefore bo 


wound up ir a propor mannor with regard to tho compotont Roich outhoritios', 


Thon in a lator paragraph it goos on: 
"Tho total accounting is composod of two parts: 

"le) The cconomic part of the Action Roinhardt with the subdivisions, 
"aA Accounting and delivory of tho assets seized and 

"b) Accounting of tho assots attained by tho work, 


"2e) The Sottlors! Economic Association, tho conduct of thoso oconomy 


also rested on my work, and which is now boing transferred to civilian hands." 
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"2) Eroction of work shops with all tho working oquipmont, such as tho 
of machinory, powor supply, otce 

"3) Tho orgonization of provi sio 

"A) Sanitation and ilye 

Then I want you particularly to notico 5, 

"n AÀchiovod bycdoquz;to socurity procautions 


"b) By organization within the camp 


No) Bycdequete guardinge 


"Vor this purpose, tho SS guards woro developed, the overwholming 


majority of whom carricd out thoir dutics st factorily led by the Germans. 


"Their rcliability 


unrds with 
Reich Gorman guards from concentration camp 


c 
De 


" PAP $ dd s 44 ^ : $ fon ^ » 
d) The preconditions for a satisfactory scourity systoa voro created 


by thoso comps boing takon ovor by tho concontration camp department of 


ded 


tho WVHA", 
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"6) The proper administration and methodicad treatment were made 


possible thanks to extensive training of the Geramy leading personnel. It 


became apparent that the working capacity of the Jews in tho camps was constant 
increasing," 

And then there is described the creation of a works management under 
the name of "Osti", and the Gernan Equipment Works: 

"A total of 18 works was established; it was intended to add more, 
About 52,000 workers wre available. These conditions of work make it 
possible to accept urgent orders both from the Armament Inspectorate and from 
Speer, the Reich Ministry, and thus to replace bombed out workse The demand 
from these offices was considerable,  !Osti! and the German Equipment Works 
were firms under my own supervision, whereas other concerns, such as the Heinke: 
Aircraft ‘Yorks, were only làoked after by me." 

And then Paragraph C is on Page 5 of your German text: Exploitation 
of Property. This had been completed, as shown in Enclosure 2 which I shall 
come to in a momente 

Paragraph D: Seizure of Hidden Goods, "The seizure of hidden goods 
and exploitation of landed property is divided intos 1) Property such as 
machinery, raw materials etce, handed over by the 'Osti! to Aryense To date 
the result is 6.3 million Reichsmarks; a further 7-8 million Reichsmarks aro 
yot to bo brought in, 

Paragraph 2: “Seigure of Jewish assets at home and abroad in that the 
camp inmates were ordered to cede these claims to the 'Osti', which then 
carried out the recovery. The first attempt resulted in a cession of an amount 
of 11,000,000 Zloty, at least half of which appeared obtainablee However, 
Since it was also possible to discover money that had been smuggled abroad, thir 
action could have brught valuable foreign currency to the Reiche 

Paragraph 3: Real estate was transferred to the Real Estate Aqninistrat: 

Government General for exploitatione" 

Then the measures taken were as follows: "1) On the 13th of August, 
1913, the SS Training Camp of Troxmild was handed over by SS Obergrvprenfuchror 
Pohl, 

"2) On the 7th of September, 1943, in a conference with SS Oborgruppen- 


fuehrer Pohl the taking over of ten SS Working Camps in the Lublin District as 
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subsidiaries of Lublin Concentration Camp was decided on and in addition the 
further handing over of further working camps in the Government Gencral. The 
head of the Lublin Concentration Camp was provided with suitable contracts. Th 
conference was brought about by SS Obergruppenfuchrer Krueger and SS Standarten 
fuchrer Schelline" 

Then Paragraph 3: "In pursuance thereof, a letter of the Commandant of 
the Lublin Concentration Camp, dated 1) September 1943, to the SS Working 
Camps announced that they had become subsidiaries of the Lublin Concentration 
Cape" 

And then there follows the sentences "The mixing of guards of foreign 


race with the German Concentration Camp guards fron the Reich has also been 


And I needn!t trouble you with tho rest of that docurente 


If you will turn to Page 8 of the Gorman text you will sec the "Report 


on tho administrative development of the Action Reinhardt, "just two pages, 


in the English text, from tho one that I have just reade The first paragraph 
described the assets of this Action Reinhardt. 

aragraph three d? the text says: "The assets I coliccted were regular?, 
delivered to the SS Economic and Administrative Head office 
and they in turn passed on the assots to the Reichsbank, tho 
Finance, textile concerns, ctce" 

And then the next paragraph but one -- perhaps it is only fair that I 
should read the next paragraph: "On the orders of the Reichsfuhrer 855, 
necessary articles could be removed for the maintenance of persons of the 
German racee The Reichsfuchrer SS forbade any appropriation for tho purpose 
of the SS,' 

But you will see later how this was qualified: What is remarkable 
about tho accounting is that no hard and fast basis for the amount collected 
existed, as the collection of the assets was carried out under orders and 
only the dencency and honesty, as voll as the surveillance of tho SS men 
used for this purpose, could guarantee a complete delivery." 

Page 9 of the Gorman text -= I trust you are following this, witness 
because it is not without interest, you knowe 


Page 9 of the German text sets out the assets, first sums of Reichsmarks 
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and Zlotys "By far the greater portion was placed at the disposal of the 
Economist in the Government General and the amounts were credited to the Action 
Reinhardt in Reichsmarks by the WeVeilAe Office by an accounting transaction 
and handed over to the Reichsbanke" 

Next page, Paragraph 2: "Foreign Currency in bank notes or coined gold 
was collected, sorted, and also handed over to the Reichsbank via the WVHA.’ 

Then Page 10 of your German text: "Jewels, jewelry, watches end such 
like were sorted according to their value and delivered to tho W.VJI.A. On 
orders from this office, watches of non-precious metals wre handed over to the 
troops, spectacles were repaired and placed at the disposal of wounded persons, 
and utensils of rio value wre principally handed over to Wehrmacht authorities 
to cover urgent mecdse" 

Paragraph lh: "Textiles, garments, undorclothing, bed feathers and rags 
wore collected arad sorted according to thcir quality. The sorted articles 1 
to be scarched for hidden valuables and finally disinfected. More than 1,900 
wagons were then placed at the disnosal of the authorities naned by the Reich 
Ministry of Economy by order of tho WeVeHeAe Out of these stocks notonly 
forcign workers were clothed but a large portion was u for reemanvfacture e. 
The best garments were separated and by order of the Reichsfuehrer SS were 
sed for supplying persons of the German racee Shoes were also sorted 
according to how far they could be used and then either given to persons of 
German race or to concentration camps for supplying innotes, or else taken to 
pieces and used for wooden shoes for supplying inmates," 

Paragraph 5: "Individual valuables of a special kind,such as stamps 


a 
coins and such like, wre sorted and delivered to tho W.V.HA." 

Paragraph 8 on page 11 of your German text: "Valuable furniture and 
houschold utensils were reconditioned and mainly put at tho disposal of 
settlers of German racce But furniture was also loaned to German and Wehrnachi 
authorities against an accommodation bill. Infericr goods were cithcr destroy 


or given to the population as a reward for good work at the harvest, otc," 


The last qaragrgh: "The total value of the articles reccived is, 


according to tho attached list, approximately 18,000,000 Roichsmarkse However, 


Ali. 


minimum values have been assured, so that the total valve is most likely 


D d 
twice as much, q uite apart fron tho value of the articles obtained which are 


in short supply, such as textiles, of which alone more than 1,900 wagons have 


y 
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been made available to German industry," 

And then there follows a detail of these assets, on Page 12 of the 
report: "Assets delivered from Action Reinhardte The following assets from 
the Action fReinhardt! were delivered to the W.V.HeA., Berlin, for further 
transmission to the Reichsbank or po the Reich Ministry of Economics: 

a) Reichsmark sums totalling 53,000,000 plus marks; b) currency in 
bant notes from all the principal countries in the world (half a million dollars 
being particularly to be noted) to a total value of 1,450,000 Reichsmarkss 
c) foreign currency in gold coins to a total value of 813,000 michsmarks 3 
d) precious mstals e « e to a total value of 5,353,000 Reichsmarks; hb) other 
valuables such as jewelry, watches, spectacles etc. (the nuriber of watches 
being particularly worthy of noto -- hout 16,000 in working order and about 
51,000 requiring repair; they have = .n placed at the disposal of the troops) 
value 26,000,000 odd Reichsnarks; f) about 1,000 wagons of textiles to a 
total value of 13,000,000 odd Reichsmarkse Grand total, 100,047,000 Reichsmark: 

1,000 wagins of textiles and e^out another 50% of the above mentioned 
assets -= which still have to be counted and valued -- are warehoused hero, It 
should be noted hore that the ostina*cd values wre based on tho officially 
established ratos of oxchange or pricos, which, howover, would be much higher 
on tho open market, for instance in the sale pf precious stones or precious 
metals abroad, as tho flight to investments in articles whose valve is n t 
subject to much fluctuation is much greater there than with use Besides ~hese 
sales abroad bring us foreign currency. If these prices were taken as a basis 
of cvaluation here, this was done in order to be able to give a picture of 
the assets delivered; in general this evaluation is not authoritative, The 
value of the acquisition lies principally in the fact that such largo 
Quantities of urgently necded raw ma-rials can thereby be gained and that, 
on the basis of the assets obtained, iorcign currency can be brought in with 
which new materials can in turn be bought by Reich authoritics." 

Then there foliows a list of Jowish property reccived for delivery up 
to the 3rd of February, 1943e This is a sort of interim report: Cash in 
hands 53,000,000; foreign currency in notes, 11,000,000 odd, 


Then on Page 15 of the reports Currency in gold coins of all the 
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different countries of the world, 843, 00 odd Reichsmarks; 5,000,000 odd in 


precious metals, 
16 of this report, Witness: Other 
gold revolving pencils, 57° gentlements wrist watches, 13,5 
gentlemen's pocket watches, and various ladies! jewelry; then the item 22, 32h 
spectacles, and then next but one to that, 11,675 rings; then all the precicus 
little possessions of these people, necklaces, a mother of pearl opera glass, 
cach one itemized down to the very last sordid Reichsmark, 
Then on the next page, Pare 17, there are other little items of private 
a total of 26,000,000 Roichsmarks. 

DR, PELCKMANN: Mre President, = ask for permission to interrupt the 
reading of this document for a momente I object to the use of these documents 
in the examination of this watnesse The witness is to be examined as to his 
credibility by the prosecution, ‘The Submission of these documents does not 

this purpose. In his testimony * .c witness has said that he 


aori ty over conce ntration camp admi:.istretion. Nevertheless, 2 document 
shorn to him concerning penal regulztions in a concentration campe He said 


did not know it, Continuing with the same system, the prosecution attempts 


he Tribunal is perfectly well aware that == 
I did not understand, Mr, Presi I beg your pardon, 
i y tho Tribi wellaware that this is 
a new document and they will take inte :. count everything that this witness 
Says. 
DE. PELCKMANNe J your pardon, Mre President. 
THE PRESIDENT. I 
a now document and that tho T 
the witness Says and how far it appears that he has had anything to do with 
the document in considering the questi. 2. of his credibility. Your objection 
is therefore rejectcdae 
We had better adjourn NOWe 


(A recess was t aken EY 
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MR. ELWYN JONES: Reading a number of extracts, the total possessions of 
Jewish Foles was 26 million. For textiles, there were 62 wagons of rags, 251 
wagons of bed feathers, 371 wagons of clothing and underclothing, and then follows 
a total of over one hundred million Reichsmarks, Pages 1j and 19, you needn't 
trouble with that. Then, you turn to pare 20 of the German text, and, My Lord, 
page 16a of the “nglish texte You see a report on the exports of the slave labor 
from one of these camps which was set up for the benefit of the Cerman Armament 
Industry. there is listed the various details of the work on various manufactured 
articles. "ll Aryan leading personnel rai, 5,145 Jewish workers who worked 
1,115,000 working days in the first 10 months of the year 19);3, with 31,000,000 
Zlety in the bank and till," 

Then on the next page, page 21 of the German text, dealing with the orders 
given to the slave camps. "the orders wore covered by 837 work for the ^ ehrmac ht 
and 17% for the civil field," 

Next, turn to page 23 of the German text, page 19 of the “nglish text. It is 

.rovisional Balance sheet of the Action 'Reinhardt' till, Lublin,for 15 Decen:- 

1913. fhe following money and stocks were brought to the German Reich Curing 
the course of the Action 'Reinhardt', Lubiin, during the period 1 April 192 to 
15 December 1943 inclusive," ihe Tribunal will see, from these figures, that in 
the meantime, additional loot had been obtained. "Cash in hand, 17,000,000 Reich- 
mark notes and coins, 3,900,000; to the .eichsbank Berlin, Zlety notes and coins, 
5,000,000; to the 39 economist, Cracew, 50,000,000; loans for SS industrial con- 
cerns, 0,218,000," 

Then on the next page there's a tab of the foreign currency that was looted- 
currency and then notes, and then there comes, once more, a list of the private 
possesions of the toles and Jews that were taken away. ings, ladies! gold wrist- 
watches, Centlemens's gold pocket watches, ladies! fob watches with briiliants, 
ladies! watches of platinum and brill, .adies gold fob watches, 29, 391 spectacles, 
Shaving equipment, pocket knives, alarm blocks, sunglasses, silver cigarette cases 
clinical thermometers, all detailed to the last mark with a total of 3,652,000 
reichsmarks, Then the industry increasec ^y 9,000,000 more workers. There were 
1,901 wagons of clothing, underclothing, bed feathers and rags to an average 
value of 26,000,000 reichsmarks. ‘otal compilation of the total loot up to the 


end of December, 1943, 178,745,000 Reichsmarks, 
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Then there follows, on 38 of tt: Gorman text, page 2^3 of the English 
text, an account from the personal Staff of the Reichsfuehrer SS, and which is 
an account of the national resettlement carried out by uprooting of farms to 
make room for German citizens, and the clearine of some villages. Paragraph 3, 
"All Foles, including those who are being brought into the labor cycle in the 
Reich are to be given certificates confirming vhat property they have left be- 
hind. ^hey will be informed that they vill receive a su table compensation some 
time in the form of goods or cash," 

Fage 29 of the German text, 2l of the “nglish text, paragraph 6, "The comm- 
nications from persons previously sent to the Reich reporting that they are get- 
ting on well there, and the people's realization of the fact that up to now no- 
body has been treated like the Jews, have already taken away the frightening 
atmosphere surrounding this system of groupings" 

Then I want you to turn to page 31 of the German text, and 26 . . the Tribuna: 
will find it on page 26 of the "nglish .;:»xt. 

"Seasures for the further Transfer of Fopulations" ihat carries the headi ng 
of the Personal Staff, Reichsfuehrer S5, As many quarters express themselves 
against the transfer of populations on the grounds that it causes too much unreg 

among the foreigners, thus disturbing -oduction, the following measures have 
been decided upon; 

"1) Verbal propaganda will spread 12s about the discontinuation of these 
transfers. 

"2) No authority vill announce anything before the actual moment when the 
transfer of population is to bo carried out. Planning will be done secretly. 

" “he time for immigration will be fixed for after the springs tiiling of 
the ficlds, so that the foreigners will corry out the cultivation of the land, 
and the new scttlers will already bo abi. to make use of the harvest. This has 
the advantage that, under the above mentioned presuppositions, the foreigners 
will till their fields in all districts. while tho C rman settlers will not run 
the danger, in view of the shortness of the time of possibly being hindered in 
their spring work. 

"The transfer of Poles should be cér-ied out in such a manner that the goods 
element are put, as much as .ossiblo voluntarily, in districts cleared by the 


Security toiice, and the transfer is entitled 'The Tstablishment of security in 
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the Partisan districts'. The bad g^. ts vill be taken away gradually where 


they are not employed as auxiliary workers. 

"The announcement of the time of immigration will be made only on the day 
of the transfer of population. 

"All villages will be occupied in advance by the 'Landwacht! Country Guard) 
in all parts of the organization formed by settlers, who, having received previ o! 


training, are to save the use of our own SS forces," 
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Then»on the next page there follows 2 momorandum by Blobochnik, setting out 
tho details of the technique of roscttloment and I turn to the next document, 
page 34 of the German text, 29 of th English text. That is Globochnik's 
final letter forwarding this roport and in dealing with the Reinhardt action. 
It is dated the 4th of “ovombcr 1943, when, as the Tribunal soos, Globochnik 
was the Higher SS and Police Chief in the Oncrational Zono of tho Adriatic 
Coastal Arca, It is addressed to Himmler: "Reichsfuchrer: I concluded 
Operation Reinhardt, which I have boen directing on the governmeont-gencral, 
on the 19th of October 1943 and havo dissolved all camps," 

The last paragraph but threes "During a visit, you, Reichsfuchrer, held 
out to me the prospect that a few tron Crosses might be awarded for tho 
special performances cf this hard task after the work had bcon concluded. 

> me, Reichsfuchrer, whether I may submit suggestions on this 
connocti one 

"I beg to point out that such an award to the forces of the local SS 
Police Chief was nuthorized for thc work in Warsaw, which formed only a 
comparatively small part of the total work." 

In the final document, Himmler sends a letter to Globochnik, saying: 

"I oxpress to you my thanks and my acknowledgment for the great and unique 
sorvicos which you have performed to the entire German people by carrying out 
the action Reinhardt." 
BY MR. ELWYN JONES: 
le Witness, do you still say that you had no knowledge of the uso of the 
for the collection of loot, for the use of resettlemont, for the driving 
people from their homes and for the enslavement of Poles and Jews? 

die No, I had no knowledge of these things. 

Qe When did you first discover that Jewish and othorpoople were being 
exterminated in concentration camps? 

ie I have already testified to that a little while ago, that those 
destructive actions were known to me after I was arrested. 


Qe Your connection with the Rascher case in the Spring of 1944 must have 
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given you a very clear idea that extermination was going one I repeat my 
question: Did net your contact with the Rascher case in tho Spring of 1944 


warn you clearly that extormination and killings were going on in concentration 


4e I can refer only to my personal experience and observation and that 
for the first time the case of Rascher, this case proved to mc for the first 
timo that something like that had oceurred and I should like to repeat again 
that in the areas of the Reich, in the internal area of Germany, it was quite 
impossible to learn of things as they may bo scen from tho documents before mc, 

Qe You arrested Rascher on the charge of fraud, didn't you? 

4e Rascher, as I have already testified on Saturday, was being suspected 
first of all 2. 

Qe Just a momente Aro you goins to answer my question dircetly? Did 
you arrest Rascher on a charge of fraud? 

tte I can concedo only that he had already been interned and aftor, we 
lcarnod the scope of his crime wo kept him in custody until tic ond. I wasa 
coincidence that the othor crimes, ths two other crimes of which he had been 
suspected -- ho had boon arrested on other charges eircady and then when these 
matters came up, of course, he was naturally kept in arrost, 

Qe You know that Rascher had been acrrying out experiments on humans and 
in the course of those experiments, that he had been killing thom, didn't you? 
tie That, I learned from my conversation with the camp commandant, a 

physician. 

Qe Was Rascher ever charged with murder? 

Ae I h^vo already testifiod to tat on Saturday already -- unfo rtunately 
he was not accused by Himmlere  Hiomlor was the only one who could accuso him 
for Himmler was the competent judge in that connection -= that is, the accused 
before a court, | 

Qe Although you knew in the Spring of 1944 that Himmlorts organization 
was not only criminal but murderers, you continued to servo it for another 


year? 
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First, despite these reasons, as has been stated by me, there was no 
lity of my leaving office and going against the wishes of my superiors. 
Qe When you gave the evidence vefore the Commission on this Rascher 
mattor, do you remember saying --- I5 is recorded on page 2216 of the transe 
cript for the 6th of July 1946 -æ ti. t when you discovered that Raschor was 
tho rosponsiblo norson for tho experiments on living human beings, you saw 
to it that this crimo was not carriod out any more? Did you say that? 
4e Yos, indood -æ through the fact that this man was not dismissed from 
arrest which otherwise probably woul. have taken place, =- to other cases 
had becn cleared. Thero was no moro suspicion resting on him and othcrwisc 
he would have been dismissed but wo id retain him in arrc st, for the lnow- 
lodge of this new crimo wa s added on to the other suspic 
Did you take any stops to see to it that Raschor + not succecded 
by another SS murderer? 
I do not quite follow youe Ido not know the moaning of the sense 
gucstione 
I will oxplain myself. The Rascher experiments on human beings were 
in Dachau after Rascher wrs put into disgrace for fraud, was he not? 
physician who was t deputy and with whom I talko as was 
brought to me by the camp commandant, did not carry out any experiments like 
thate He was the man who had made the report, who reported >on those things 
that Rascher had donc and ho had told me that he refused to wo rk further. 
Qe Are you telling the Tribunal that the exporiments and biological 
research on human beings in Dachau stopped after the dismissal of Raschor? 
Ae Yos, indeod,. I am firmly convinced 2f that facte 
I want you to look at tho Journal of thc fhnenerbe, the Ancestral 
Roscarch Organization for 1944, which was ko pt by Sievers, the Reich Manager 
of that organization. bit 5546-PS, which will bc GBe5le I have 
mice certain extracts from the rolovant passages for the convonicnce of the 
Tribunal. , Now, if you confine your attention to the extracts, you can check 
thom against tho i h to co so. You will sco that Rascher's 


nomo appears in January, thc conferences with him on tho 28th of January, on 


1508) 





cn ERR TTD 


tho 29 of January, end thon over in tho next page in March and then in April 
there is a conference at Station Rascher. 

Now, when exactly was it that you had Rascher arrested; what month was 
it? What month was it that you had Rascher arrested? 

4e In which month I cannot tell you. Saturday I testified that it was in 
the spring of 1944 but I can't givo vou the exact dates; howovor, I do know 
from reliable sources that in the beginning of May, after this case was cone 
cluded, I looked up Fimmler and that ^ase was to have been concluded; therc- 
after he was under arrcst, 

Qe In looking oat the oxtract for May, you will see the conferences of 
the Roichsarzt SS, in which Houptsturmfuechrer Dr. Plotnor took part. Did you 
now know that Dr. Plotnor took over ffom Rascher in Dachau? 

fie I don't know tho names I Jon't know the names of the various 
physicians, 


In the entry for tho 27th of June, tho extract of 3lst of May -- first, 


you sco thit Sievers had a conference with SS Hauptsturmfuchrer D,. Plotner-- 


first of all, with regard to Professor Schilling, I take it that you know who 
Professor Schilling is, don't you. Do you know Professor Schilling? 
Yes, indecde 

Qe He has recently boon condcmned ta death for his oxporincnts in Dachau, 
hasn't hc? 

I read that in tho papers, 

Qe In May, you Scc, ho wis having a conference with Dr. Plotner; the 
27th of June, thorc is a conforonec with regard t» the croation of the scionti- 
fic research stati n in tho concentration campe The 25th of July, conference 
with SS Staf. Mauer, in Oranicnburg about the use of inmates for scientific 
purposes; anc then on the sanc pages, the 26th >f July, Jauptsturmfuchrer Dre 
Fischer goes ona journcy fastest through all concentration canns in order to 
fix finally the persons; and thon theo 21st >f October, thc proceeding of ree 
search of SS Stubaf. Pros, Dr. Hirt, and then the final ontry for tho 23rd of 
Octobor 1944, SS Strumbannfuchrer Dr, Poppendiock; taking over of biological 
research by SS Stafe Dre Plotner in Dachaue Are you still saying to the Tribu- 
nal that all experiments on human beings in Dachau stopped after Rascher went 
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tructions cpply to conecntrrtion ocups 
cntration carps vor oif snitspm ppo 


to Get 


oconeios, 
the docun.cnt 4045 PS, affidavit of POHL, 
1 you ovor 
concentrati on carps’ 
Hob a sine io tino, not onoco, 
conversation 
Ciscussoc 
this convcrsotion took place 


ecor spoke with han about concen tration 
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tho reports of Dr, Cloboonik, 
that the roports vcro conplotolgy unknown to you, 
out sixilar doorcos which wore in any 


sive diroctions like thai i subore 


P Cid you rocoivo such octions iro: agencios 


nover Pcccivcd orders from zy superior office 


actions Lic it, .t r ino in my official 


Cop 21. o tag mhos poculior businoss 


your capacity as 


v 


$44 


Goncral ©. and whether in that capacity 
these things? 
and talked with hin 
this documont that ho i coad of tho 


Londor 


"hor SS and Polico 
countrios ciffc |. coniplotoly from the activity of 


aa p s p T" r fl- 3 a « * i 
SS and oo beads n Che Morel Zar os 


Policc cader in tic occupioc tcrritory act 


according to tho situation at hant and roeecive 
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These orders that pert-inel to tho eorrying through cf 


i LIG 10-1 


thet ry bo something that is ccntrinod in tho Docu- 


With these ccononic monsures, wo in Germany wero not 


yeu in Gormany cs the Hig S" ond Police Lender 


nove anything lo with econonic nensurcs? 


prosocution asked you 
ccntinuod at Dachau and here boforo t1 Lis uL sud 
boforo the Cormission, you stctod cecorcing to your best cone 
victions in cnsweri "no." You gave the following rooson by 
stying thet Raschor was undor arrest. Look 2t tho Docunent 


"m 


subuittod-5556 PS once more. Tho nono Resch does not 
in conversetion with Sievers r Longor e 

IRE PRESIDENT; Can't vo seo that Docunons 
You are referring to c Docunont cnd wo con read tho Decument as 
woll as he can, 

DR, PELCICiANI: I om st cclling tho witnoss' ctton- 
tion te tho decisivo point in tho Docunont, but I will turn to 
tho noxt quostion, your Honor, 

BY DR, PELCIOLANN : 

Q For what ronson do you assume that tho oxpcrinonts 
were not being contintued at Dachau, as you szid, cftor Rascher 
was under crrest? 

a åt this momont I soo tho copy fo 10. f © tite, X 
did not knew at tho timo that beside Hoschor, this Professor 
Schilling wes activo as voll. I locrnod about these procoodings 
in Dachau following my arrost, 2 Ls tho point I know “bout, 
ncomoly the rescarch station. cf Rascher snd tho second mon cftor 
Raschor, but I don't know his nemo, It is possible thet it is 
the rian mentioned in tho Docunent, Dre Plootnor, That is quito 

I con't know tho name of this nan. to woro quito 
lod when vo lesrnoed cf tho reports on the cctivitios, 


IE PRESIDINT: This is c. wasto of our tine, on absoluto 
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wasto of tino. 
The witness said thoro wore no further experinents cand tho 
way the Docuauont is put to hin, ho scys he cssumios, What is the 
uso of oxcmining hirn about this? 
Re PELCKIANN:  Vitnoss, was thoro further reason for your 


cssunption that the expcriments wore not boing continued? Was 
it c foct thet os c result of your first protost to Hirmler, he 
wes informed of > -ttitude? Toll the Tribunal further if 
on tho basis of your convorsction with Hirmilor ho hod to bo 
carcful in tho continuing of these experiments? 

THE WITNESS: Whon I roported to Himmler, bo w-s quito upset 
ena bo told me thot those untcers did not concorn me and that 
Bescher had fori s thet i did not know anything about thoso 
hinzs. 8c v.s quito impossible cnd Hirmler s-id ho 
would turn tho cc.so over to the Higher SS Court, Of course, 

I could not understand .that Himmler know c5out the dotoils. 
BY DR. PELCKIUM : 


^4 


Q Witnoss, to surmerizo your st:tements and ta toront 
you just now rede, in conclusion, I should like to 


cro you of tho conmvicticn tedry thet tho rertborship cf 
Gonoral SS, tho mass ronborship cf tho SS, was docoivod by the 
Aighor loadorship? 

4 JS I fcund cut softer I talkod with ny cormados 
end I t-1kod with nony conrcdos curing tho poriod of iy crrost, 
I ccn st-to that tho mass of thoso non cro bittorly disappe intod 
with these things thot thoy c. .icucod, things which thoy just 
now locrnoc,. Theoy ccnnct quito ecnuprohond how Himmler could 
havo brought thoi together with things cf such o naturo, I on 


not only spo-king for nysolf, but 21l tho othor mon of tho SS 


ani thoso non of tho SS dept thoir loyclty to tho lest hour for 


the honor of tho gthorlsnd, Tho loyalty which was not ¢civon 


to us. Yo followoc tho locdership and followed it in good faith 
anc we wero fired with puro ideslisn, 


BY THE PRESIDENT: 
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Q What did you meson by tho stctement that the Allgoneine 
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SS had ceased to exist in the lest port of the wor? 

$ l wanted tostate only that for practical _purposos, 
thoro was no Gonoral S9 left in tho country. There wero 10,000 
non in tho $5 in round figures c.t tho ond of tho yocr 1944 cond 
whom tho Voikssturn was call up, thst was tho first time wo 
lnew.. how many mon were still ct our disposal,  Thoro wero only 
1200 ron loft, but they wore not ablo to do sorvico cony Longor 
in cur dopartnont. For practical purposos this unit wes dissolvoc 


tho St^ondcrto had also been dissolvod, All cf that hed boon 
dissolved ona there was nothing loft, Whon an honor gucerd was 
required for tho SS iiognoricl sorvico, it was not even possiblo 
to furnish cn honor guard as the mon wore all in 

all practical purpcsos, it was dissolvod, Wo 

wonen, old pooplo and ethers who woro not nor 


1 


lle 

Q fro you saying thoro voro no SS mon onployod in iny 
of the concentration camps in Gormeny? 

A Ne, 1 ot wish to stato that.  Thoro wero riorbors 
of tho SS whe rocoivod crders frou tho Gonorcl SS, thoy woro 


^4 E c 
c.llod up ordoriy and thoy voro not kopt in tho S" o longor, 


I should siy s ) 9604, thoy wore activo cnd hi? thoir own 


How mony pooplo liko that thoro woro all tocothor, that 


proportion to tho ontiro moriborship cf tho SS, I do not 
hove tho oxcct picturo as tc how many. I don't. think I cm going 
too. f tc cr tant at D cheu porhaps there wore fifty or sixty 
the Kormi.ndontur. 
“ying there wore 50 or 60 non ct Dachau who 
con.sod to bo mnorbors cf the SS? 
den't poally stato that. Thoy were our uniforn 
thoy belonged to tho Kerriendontur corps of the ecncontrcotion 
CAP, but in practico they head nothing ín ecrrion with us ony 
longor for wo hardly had ony more contacts with thon. 
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No, I did not any longer. 


Q ‘ell, anoth r question. Had the 'affen SS any contact with or any relati 


opt through the Reichsfuchrer SS 4immler? 


to the Allgemeine Í 
Only at the very first, at its oricin. The Verfuegunestrurno wes the 

organization from which the affen “S oricinated,. zien of the “eneral SS who 

wanted to become soldiers voluntzcred. This is a topic on which a g 

the “affen SS will testify as he is more informed on this point than I am. 


2 
1 


Contacts were only a friendship level. We called on each other, 


2 fter that first statge you agree that the »affen SS, except through 
Himmler, had no connection wit 

A Wo, your Lordship, it did not have that. They wore the same uniform and 
when it came to opiricns they had the same voliticel princirles which apolied 
to both and they w ro hels oy hoth but, as I have already sai T am notina 
position to testify as I rover s^jivod in tho "affi S myself but only received 
the rank of a Waffer :. genoral a5 the timo the orisonor of wa system was turr 
ed over to us. 


Q Do you know whether any of the af fer | wre used in concentration camps’ 


A There w re special A uocps. During v-acetime it wes tna Death Head 
nad insignia 
hey in turn 
carried a : head and tixy wore anot'2^ z f "Yovors, 12 I may characterize 
and durinr the war they voca vro anc f 2y -re younc^cr people. 
They wore veplaced b; mer 
Are you answering uy cuestion which 


concentration 22: rou aro telli, 


Durii g the ^rylod al war Lose whs ^6 wounded, S 


not fit for service at the foont wo 'U»5zolv transforroc r une guard units 
and i assume those who came fron hospitals., If ycu wish to call that a unit or 
organization thon I bol^ove you might 

Q Turning to another matter, this Gauloiter and wich Commissar for the 
“unich and South Bavarian district, how long had he be:n in office? 


A The Reich Defense Commissar Gioslor, I assume that is the one you mean, 


Your Honor, assumed office in the summer of 192 and he remaincd until the end. 
15092 





ITI IT 


Aug 5-M-2T-11-2 Karr 


Q And you were in close contact with him, I supose? 

A Yes, I had to take orders from ^im regarding matters of home defense. 

My official relationship, if I may put it that way, as I have already test- 
ifi.icd, and as Geisler was the Reich Commissioner of Defense and also Bavarian 
Mini ster of tho Interior, as such he was my superior. 

Q Was there any other superior police officer over you? 

A T did not understand tho last part of the question. there sceme to have 
been a technical disturbance. 


ras there any police officer in Munich over you? 


“hat police had you under-you? 


LI 


A As poiice president up until 1912 -- I was no longer police presid.nt 


after 1942 and I was replaced by another General at that time. Up until 1912 

I had command of the Security Folice lor me he was a commander of the 
Schutzpolizei in every lai Lt: 1 j as lv to the police president for 
the r-gulation of police traffic nd other matters applying to the stre ts and 
in addition to that, there was a criminal police office, dealing with the politi- 


cal police, that is tho Secret state police and the security ^0lice. But that 


was something with which the police president had nothing to do with. Those 
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were offices which worked indepenc tlye 

Was the Gestapo under you ? 

Noe 

The SD ? 

Noe 

Well, then what police were under you ? 

As police president == 

There is no answer coming though, 

As police president I had ch rve of the city of Munich, 

Widl you tell ne what police there were under you ? 

“hich police were susordinatc to me ? I have already stated as police 
president and only as police presiaent I had command of the Schutzpolizei 
with about fourteen hundred offici: s and I could use them just as they 
were needed in the city. In addition, I had the supervision of the criminal 
police, I could give directions tc *hem in my capacity as police president 
but not in my capacity as higher p:.ice leader. My other colleagues who 
were not police presidents, who were not higher officials, they could 
only carry on in their own sections and make suggestions, 

It is very hard to explain these matters but those are the facts. 

THE PRESIDENTs That is alle The witness can retire, 

PELCK MANN 

Die OER: Is it agreeable now, Mr. President, for me not to call 

the witness until two o'clock, 


THE PRESIDENT: No, call the -itness. 
PELCKMA 
DR, GEIA 


gil 
I should like to call the witness Brill, 


ROBERT BRILI$, called as a witness, testified as follows : 
BY THE PRESIDENTe 

Will you state your fuil name, please ? 

Robert Brill. 

Will you repeat this oath after mes I swear by God, the Almighty 
and Omniscient that I will sj*sk ti.. pure turth and will withhold and add 
nothing ? 

(The witness repeated the oath). 


THE PRESIDENT; You may sit com, 
15094 
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DIRECT EXAMINATION 
BY DR, eme: 1 & LO KMA VV 

Qe "itness, what activity did you carry through which put you in a posi- 
tion to testify here about the affairs of the SS ? 

Ae For twelve years “I was with the Waffen SS. In 1933 I started my ser- 
vice as a private in the Leibstandartee I was promoted to an officer and 
then for four years with interruptions, due to my service at tho front, I 
was in the Ergaenzungs Amt of the Waffen SS. At the end of the war I was or 
dinance officer in a SS Panzer Division 

Qe What Goes that mean, "Ergaenzungs Amt" of the "jaffen SS ? 

The Ergaenzungs Amt of the Waffen SS concerned itself with the inves- 
tigation and recruiting of recruits to the Waffen SS as well as with the 
Supervision of the menbcrs who were serving in the Waffen SSe I was in the 
Ergaenzungs Amt and haad of a main department and as such, I dealt with the 
recrvituent enq its supervision. However, I had sufficient insight into 
other departments of the Waffen SS so that I can testify here before this 
Courte 

@ IS it correct to say that you could watch the ceveLlopment as far as 


are concerned in the Waffen SS ? 


tell the Tribunal as exactly as possible, and pay special atte: 
tion to the question, were they volunteers or called into the Waffen SS ? 


A. The Waffen S8 originated from the SS Verfu: sunpstrupree Several hundr 
men made up the Ld bstandarto, In 1933 it had been set up as a guard and 
representative troop for the Beichschancellory. Through the expansion ofthi: 
representativo and supervisory task, the Verfucgungstruppe in the years 1934 
until 1939 was made up of volunteers from allthe levels of the German popu- 
latione At the beginning of the war the V erfuegungstruppe had about 18,000 
memberse 
Service in the Verfuegungstruppe was regular military service and, in additi. 
to thatm on the first of September, 1939 -- the Death Head Unit was also in 


existence and had about eight thousand men w» thesc two units from tho fall 
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of 1939 until the spring of 1940 had added about another 36,000 men. These 
men, on the basis of emergency measures were Called to service as an addi- 
tional force for the police. se 000 men, together with the 
Verfuegungstruppe and the Death Head Unit, made up the Waffen Ss, 
A directive of the High Command of the i vhermacht dealing with the 


spring of 1940 which appeared in a regular service circular in the fall of 


1940 dealt with the recruiting and the disposition for regular army service 


of the Waffen SS, Beginning in 1940 we had 100,000 men in the Waffen SSe 
There were 36,000 who had been drafted and 61,000 voluntecrse 
PRESTDENT: Wwe will recuss now, 


A recess was taken until 1400 hours.) 
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Transcript for 5 August-liorning should have the following correction 
made on pages 1509) and 15095 :- The name "Dre Gawlik" appearing 
tin the English record in all instances is incorrectly stated and 


should appear as Dre Pelckmanne 
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numbers of the Transcript of 5 August-Afternoon, from 


pace 15103 as follows: 


Page 15103 should appear as page d 
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AFTERNOO:! SE SSI SION 


(Tho hearing reconvened at 1400 hours, 
BRILL e~ Rosumed 


BANRILTUATION -- Continuod 


Ta *T7 ITT 
PEL 4 KHAI nm 


» you had just said that at tho beginning of 1940 tho Waffen-Ss 


O voluntcors ~d 36,000 draftoos, Will you continuo 
s` J 


more recruits for tho Waffen-SS; 


o voluntcers. In 1941 wo 


n pivon 
cho evidence givon before ` Commission. It is 
sort for us. You could 
statistical, 


to k 
Vory woll 


From tho couparative figuros i io draftees and tho volunteers, on 


ounded, voro imoua to be easualtio c was considered 
doad "-suntcors, I know this from reports 
at the ond of the war thore 
more dGiroftoo 
Q The Court will bo inte 
know 


- ot on 
owlodgoe 


/ p : i i 
A “or four years I worked on this material, I preparod statistics and 


made reports so t ave t i these figures in mind vory accurately. 


m 


In my office in Borli hondlod card indoxos, cto, Th y were thoro whea I 


in January 
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left in January 1945,. 

Q You have made clear for the years 1943 and 1944 particularly how 
mony mon wore drafted into tho WaffoneSS,. For tho oarlicr yoars, 1940, 1941 
and 1942, that has not boon brought out before tho Commissione. Porhaps you 
would give cxamples for your statement that as carly as that non-voluntoors 


wero taken into the Waffon-SS? 


A Yose The 36,000 men who were drafted I have already mentioned, In 


addition, in 1940 we took mon from the police to sot up our Field Gondarmeric, . 
We took mon fron the Roichpost to securo our Fieldpost,.. We took civilian 
employees of the SS-Vorfuogungs Truppe ii 1941 particularly, Wo froquontly 
took porsonncl for our cavalry uit from tho army. I recall furthor that 
about 800 army mon were taken into tho Waffen-SS in tho sumer of 1941, 
Doctors ond tochnicians also were drafted in 1940 and 1941, In addition, 
rescttled persons had become subject to military duty. With the 
roscttlomont details wo drafted men who did not report voluntarilye In 1942 
wo deviated considerably from the principle of volunteors, About 15,000 
racial Gormans wore taken into our division Prinz Eugen, about 10,000 
non voro taken from tho police and tho army for tho polico division, and 
2,000 men of tho Reichpost who wore withthe army so-called front 
auxiliaries were taken into the Waffen-SS, They were civilian post-office 
employecs with the armye 

Q Con you recall the transfer, on Hitler's orders, of formations 
of the Luftwaffe? 

Yos, that was particularly in 1944, Also in 1943 units of the 
Luftwaffe wore taken overe I roca11, for oxomplo, on agreement of Reichs 
Marshal Gooring with our commander, Sepp Diotrioh, of 1943, 5,000 mon 
of tho Luftwaffo wore transferred, In 1944 many mon were transferred from 


the army as wolle 
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Q And now, to go back to the voluntcers 9 cen you tell us anything 
about the motives for volunteering? 

A Yos. In ny position I saw thousands of requests for admission. 

I can say that up to 1939 the enthusiasi of the SS for decent conduct was tho 
main reason for volunteering, but in addition there were many volunteers for 
professional reasons. 

Q And how was it after the beginning of the war? 

A After the beginning of the war, the mainrcason for volunteering was 
that tho men wanted to do their military :service in a clean, nodorn, clite 
formation. Professional reasons also played a part in volunteering. Very 
few came to the Waffen SS for political rcasons aftor tho beginning of the war. 
I know that part of tho voluntecrs woro rocruitod by ovor-enthusias tic 
recruiters from the Hitler Youth or tho Reich Labor Service. Formally they 
were voluntcors but actually they were under a certain moral pressuro, I 
know this fron the letters of complaints which rcached the Ergacngungsant,. 

Q Letters from whom? 

A Letters from the parents of these non, 

Q How old were those boys? 

A They were nostly s eventcen. Thoy had voluntcered, but thoir parents 
did not vant thon to, or, on tho basis of tho specch by a recruiter, they had 
reporter and thoir parents did not QETCCe 

Q Could a voluntcor have rocallod his application? Could ho have loft 
the Waffen SS? Could ho havo loft, say, because he learned of sano crincs, 
such as are alleged by the Pros ccution? 

A Ho, that would not have been possiblee If the man onco voluntcoroed, 
thers was no way out. Sinco ho vas droftod with an order from tho Vichrnacht 
and to avoid punishment ho had to rcporty once ho had reported to the troops 
ho was under military law and could not leave the Waffon SS. 

Q Did you roccivc complaints in this conncction? Were there complaints 
that these voluntcers were used for any sorts of crincs? 

A Yos, we did receive complaints, but they were primarily complaints 
from draftecs who thought that tho Waffen SS would be given especially arduous 


duties and would have especially heavy casualtios. For this reason, thoy 
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wanted to go back again. It alsohapponod that the parcnts wero afraid for 
their boys and also sent letters to us, that tho boys who, on tho basis of 
the Fuchrer order could have been drafted at seventeen, without the approval 
of their paronts, should come back, but we paid no attantion to these complaint 
Q As a member of the Ergaengungsamt, you no doubt know something 
about the process of sclection for tho Waffon So; for example, vhothor purely 
political rcasons existed for the acceptance of a volunteer or a draftec. 
A I tcok part in inspections in the Leibstandarte and later directed 
them myself. I can say that we were interested only in healthy young non, 
Vie did not ask whetha a man had a coruunistic attitude or whether his parents 
were deeply religious. We were intcrested only in young men of firm character 


2 


À young man who was a leader in tho SA or the Gencral SS we accepted much nore 


readily into the Waffen SS than an older Party member who had a physical 
disability. Vie wanted young, clean soldiors. Of course later, in tho case 
of those who were drafted and transfozvod, the selection was no longer so 
stricte 

Q From these inspeetions, did you have any secret inductions? 

n No, Our inductions were always in public places. I remember that 
before the wary in Danzig, which was still under Polish authority, we held 
inductions for the Waffen SS. The manner of our selections was not kept 
secret cither. Anyone could soo it in ther ccruiting writings, vhich were 
published by the millions. 

Q Did members of foreign countries serve in the Waffen SS? 


A Yose Our racial Germans should be especially mentioned. They 


formed the majority of these soldiorc, The Reich had reached agrecnents 


and state treaties with the countrics that thoso people were to do their 
military service in the Waffen SS, From the Germanic countrics vo took 
alnost exclusively volunteers for our divisions, the Viking and other Germanic 
units, 

In 1913 == and more in 19h, -- wo also sct up forcign units. lost of 
these people wore voluntcers s but nany of them were drafted on the basis of 
the laws of their owm countrics. Whon these peoplo, people of completely 
different racial, religious, and psychological backsrounds, conc into the 
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ranks of the Waffen SS, they worc allowed to retain their own characteristics. 

Q Please givc a brief survey of how grcat the number of such 
foroicnors was, since it is important for the charge that it was a unificd 
ideological unit, 

A I can give this from the ond of 1933 to thc end of 19h. 

To the end of 194 we had 10,000 Reich Germans » 300,000 racial Germans, 
150,000 foreigners, and about 50,000 Germanic so lüicrs in the Waffen SS. 

Q I add a question of the Pr: cident to the previous witness, von 
Eberstein. You surely know the rol:tionship of the General SS to tho 
inductions into tho Waffen SS. Fa cxample s Was a fuchror of tho General 
SS taken into the Waffen SS with tho sano rank? 

One cannot speak of a transfor ina x litary sense. Tho General 
SS was a voluntary organization. The Waffen SS was considered a component 
part of the Zohrnacht. A number of tho Genoral SS, up to 1942, foltdravm 
to the Waffen SS. First they had to voluntoor. Only after 1942 could we 
take tho nen without thcir voluntcerin:, I would enphasizo that it ws 
quite impossible for a nan of the Gonorl SS to Have volunteered prior to 
1942 and to have been rejected because of physical disability. After 1942, 
of course, wo no longer rejected nor"crs of the GencralSS, but it was also 


quite possible that tho momber of the Gonoral SS could do his nilitory scrvico 


in other parts of the wehrmacht, and I ecstinmnte that tho majority of the 
% 


General 88 at the beginning of tho wrr was taken into tho "*ohrnacht. <A 
fuehrer of ` General SS, unless hc already had military rank, was taken into 
the Waffen SS as a common soldior. On the other hand, officers of tho 
Wehrwaacht were taken into the Waffon SS with equivalent rank. 

Q Then would you conclude, witness, that activity in the Gonoral SS 

trainings because tho nanber of tho 

General SS fron the beginning had to do milit ry Sorvico in tho VJaff.n SS or 
tho Wehrnacht just as a nonenombor dic? 

L Yos, of courso., That is hc. it vase. 

Q Is it true that in Gornamy tho Waffen SS was considered as 2 branch 
of thc .chrnacht and not as the Prosccution says » 2 Nazi troop? 


A Yos. At least that can bo onphasized fron my sphere. Only the 
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selection was carried cut according to SSdirectives, while sclection for the 
Waffen SS depended on approval of the \chrbezirkskonmando. Induction into 
the Waffen SS took place with the ir^ uction ofder of the “ehrmacht. Tho 
voluntcer contingents of the Waffen SS were prescribed by the High Comand of 
the Wehrmacht, and forcible inductions took place on the basis of the orders 
of the High Command of the Vehrmacht. One can also say that we had no 


connection whatever with the Party, -or the Party gave us no orders, 





010 


The few party members who were in the party SS for the 
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period of their service paid no party duos. MThey did not re- 
ceive avcrás of the party. The whole replacement and super- 
vision of the Warfon SS according to the high command of the 
asiy, and tho army service regulation 8115. Since service in 
tho "a2ffon SS and in tho army were practically oqual, in tho 
of 1944 we occr.iod out the long sought merger with the 
replacemont of 
Q In connection with the question of the President 
to tho witness von borstcin, I should like to ask you some- 
thing about the conposition of tho guard personnel of tho con- 
centration camps. Is it true, as the Prosecution asserts, that 
@enerel 3 luring the war took over the guard duty at the 
tration camps 
43 That cannot be said. The 8,000 men of the Toten- 
kopf formation, of which I spoke previously at the beginning 


n 


of the war, consisted only in part of members of the general 
$9, when the S° Totenkopf division was set 
into o front unit. These men were replaced by 
included, I sh 
But these men were 
service regulstion, which could equally have 
on of other men, which was done ia 
xample men of the Reichs Kriegorbund and of the Kyf- 
During the whole war the general SS did not re- 
for concentration camps unless one or another 


nenpable of service at the front was transfers 


tell us briefly what the purpose of the so-. 


service regulation was and to whom it could be 


The emergency service reculation wes, in my opinion, 


I am informed, a regulation of the Reich according to 
time of such emcrgonoy, any member of the German Réich 
could be inducted for special service to the Reich. I have al- 
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ready mentioned this morning that 36,000 men were taken from 

the general SS on the basis cf this regulation by the Reich 

Ministry of the Interior. The Reich Ministry of the Interior, 

through its program, as far as I know took almost 1,000,000 
for polise ressrves, including these 36,000 mon of 
SS. 


$ do 


The emergoncy service regulation and its effect ar 
229. Can you tell us who took over 
oncentration camps during the war ? 
most part during the war, racial Germans 
mombers of the German Wehrmacht guarded tho concentration 
ps explain it briefly. In 1940 and 1941 
ard personnel. of the concentration camps were only re- 
a small oxtont. For tho most part, there were mem- 
w2rrlors lcogue, and the 
wio came partly as volunteers cnd partly 
fron 
not, uowever, volunteer for 
tration camps by the Waffer but who, 
ty for service at the front, couldn't be put 
recruiting 
veterans came, 
concentration camp guards 
were to b e sent to the In this yesr the great mojor- 
ity of the ards in the concentration camps we members of 


the German I know that the OKH reached an agreement 


with the inspe r of the concentration camp thet the army 


guarding. I myself saw the order. 10,000 
Es , 


give us figures on the concentration camy 


moin office, the army had supervisi 


gucrds at the concentration camps. 


that every man was included in a card in— 
was transferred, the office concerned 
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would know oxootly where the man was and when he would be 2- 


aS I was saying, tho re à was kept of these 
mon at the SS Hauptaz I know thet about 7,000 such mon were 
u 
Germans, _ that about ‘xy e m tio army, and 
fron the Luftwaffe, o hot there wo 0 men who had 


^ 


unteered for the waffen SS, but as a f unsuitability 
for front service voro simply transferred to the @urcrd person- 
iciuded tho Kyffhacuser 
> also S45 members, per- 
a party, and go Forth. bout 6,000 mon at the 
end of 1944 were from the Notc:ienstverordneten and the old 
Frontkaenpfervorbondon, and a zew wounded members Of the ware 


. Gx1 


matter where 


vclanteered 
The racial Germans 
were used as gunrds v |:Ssign The members of 
as far as mow vot volunteer for 
service but were sent there 
q W .G 8S, what do you know about the administration 
of coucentraticn enaps ? 
highest administrative authority for e oncentra- 
tion camps was the inspectorate KL. This inspectorate KL was 
in 1959 or at the boginning of 1940 based on the general ins- 
pector for the Totenkopfverbacnds. In 1942 the inspectorate 


^ D ^ -= - 
KL as amtsgruppe D was transferred to the VWE., 
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Any insight into the internal affairs of this Amtsgruppe such as I had 
with many other SS agencies, was not had by me. In the first placo, this Amts- 
gruppe D was far away from us in Berline In addition, with tho exception of 
the assignment of a few men, which was by telephone, wo had no personal contact, 

Q Can you, on the basis of your long service in the Waffen Sgrand 
your position, give any informotion as to whethor members of the taf in 
general had the opportunity to learn anything abcut the crimes which are now 
charged against the SS as a whole? 

À Hundreds of thousands of people, mostiy young men, were inducted into 
the Waffen SS at the beginning of the ware ‘These people were 13, 14, perhaps 

years oled ‘when they came into the Waffen SS, they were cnly at the front. 

they went home for a few days on leave, they did not worry about politics 

enemy propaganda. They wanted to sco their far Tens of thousands 

wounded ron in hospitals had only one desire -= to regain their health. 
They did not listen to the enemy radio either so that they could havo learned 
onythinge I talked to many of these non, and I know they were interested only 
in thoir nilitary service, Only one per cent of those inducted were employed 
in tho office and agencies of the Waffen SS. Very few of these were in positia 
toloarn anythinge However, they did not and would not tell us anything 
about whet kind of service they had t In every office of the Waffen SS 
and SS as a whole there was a poster with an order from the Fuchrer which 
said, "You must know only as much as belongs to your official duties, and 
concerning what you learn, you mast be silont," 

Q Was not this order, therefore, a military one? 


A 


A I believe this order of tho Fuehrer was in effect for the whole 


of the Roich, 


Q Perhaps you know something about another point of the indictment. 


When you were with tho staff of the Leibstandarte, did you learn anything, for 


example, about the proposed invasion of Austria? 

A Among the troops, it is true thot the soldier always knows the least, 
The Ieibstandarte was no exceptione I recall very well how it was with the 
entry into Austria, Although the Leibstandarte was one of the first formations 
to march into Austria, we made no preparations for this entry, I know 
exacts, since I was secretary with tho staff, that neither the Adjutant nor 
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Hauptsturnfuehrer knew anything half an hour before we left as to where 
we wore goinge When tho Leibstandarte was in Austria, there was such enthusiasm: 
that none of us would have thought that a crime had been committed here, 
Tho fact thet wo, as Leibstandarte, moved into Austria was a matter of course 
to us because the Fuchror was there and we, as his bodyguard, went to Austria, 
toce 


Q Witness, in view of the ‘evidence which has been presented here, do 


you want to deny that millions of killings have taken place which are now being 
charged against the Waffen SS? 
A Ihave talked to many members fron various internment camps on this 
vo told exch other, The Allies have given us 
a big puzzle with the scovery of this crim. We were always trained in 
honor, discipline and cecencye For five years we fought in good faith for 


cur fatherlande Now we sit behind barbed wire and everyone tells us we are 


nurdorers ad criminale I can only say ono thing, and I say this for my 


comrades to whom I have spoken -- we did not know of the abominable atrocities 
of Himmler who betrayed and decciwved vs by preferring death torespcnsibility, 
omitting suicide, he placed himself outside the ranks of the former SS, 
and this smallcircle of men who perhaps misunderstood obedience and became 
his assistants, because they knew how to keep silent. Until today we knew 
thing sbout ite 
DR. PELOKMANN:  Thankyoue X have iio more questicnSe 
CROSSE LINATION 
BY IR, ELTIN JONES: 
Witness, you have said that the SS and VWaffen SS, in particular, 
rained in honor and doconcy. Himmler used to come and lecture 
o Ieibstandarte, you know, did he not? 
present at any spoech which Himmler made to the Leib- 
standarte e 
Q Did you know that he made speeches to the officers of the Leib- 
standarte? 
As for as I recall, there was a speech when I was at the 
Breacnzungsante y comrades told me about ite 


Q Do you know what 
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A Noe 

Q Did you not think it was right to ask them? 

4 Of course. I always askcd because as a former member’, I was still 
interested in what was going one As to having some recollection of an individv 
Speech, I "io not intcrestede 

C 


Q Because he was educating your division in what is the very opposite 


of honor and decency, you Xnowe id you know, for instance, 


D 
murder of the leaders of the Polish nation by the SS? 


À That cannot be possible. I read a great deal of tho training material 
of the SS. I did not read any 

Q Lot no read to you two or three sentences fron a spee ch 
made to the officors bf your om regimente I referto 1918 PS, Exhibit US 30h. 
"Very frequently the member of the tWJaffen-Ss thinks about the Asportation of 
this peorle here. These thoughts came to me today when w atchings the very 
difficult work out there performed by the Security Police, supported by your 
men, who help them a great deale Exactly the same thing happened in Poland in 
weather )0 degrees below zoro, where we had to haul away thousands, ten 
thousands, hundred thousands; where we had to have the toughne Ss -- you should 
hear this but also forret it again immediately -- to shoot thousands of leading 
Poles, vhere we had to have the toughness, otherwise it would hawe taken revenge 


on us 


Are you saying that you did not know that Himmler said that to your 


À In the first place, I did not lmow it, In the second place, as far 
have heard, no members of tho Waffen-SS did that. Himmler said we," 
> not know who this wet? is, AS far as I heard, that is not show by the 
Spoochs 
Q Himmler was addressing the officers of your regimente Ihe SS Leib- 
standarte, Adolf Hitler told then that tho murders shall be the work of the 
Security Police, nanely, your ron, the mon of your regiment. That is usipolts 
is it not? 
Noe That is not clear, 
Let me read to you thes indication of the honor and decency in 


which you are apparently being inculcatede At page 10 of the German text of 
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Himmler? s speech; page 3 of the English text, you willsee how Himmler -- you 
need not trouble to read it at the moment -- you will see how Hirr:ler was 
telling your reginent of the SS that out of the slave labor of the victims 
his organization, money was to bo raised for the benefit of the SS mene I wil 
read to zyou what he saide 

PRESIDENT: We have had this document read before, I think, 


EIWYN JONES M es, My Lorde I an only going to refer to two sentenc 


PRESIDENT: The witness said he was not here, 
Tie ELIYN JONES: -That is so, My Lord. What I amsugcestins hat this 
was an address to the officers of his cvm regiment. At the sho 
Commissi coner, it was indicated he joined a month later, 
BY UR. ELYYN JONUS 
When did you rejoin the Leibstandarte, Mr. Wi 
l joined in 1935, 
Did you rejoin it again in 19)? 
In 1941, fron Juno to August, I was on the Russian front with the 
Leibstandarte.e 
Q So you joired this reginent æ few weeks after Himmler had 
the officers of it? 
I do not know exactly when Hamriler's speech wase 
TR. ELWYN JONES: If it is not Cesired that I should put the docunent t. 
the witmess, I certainly should not do so against the wish of the Tribunal. 
THE PRESIDENT: The Tribunal world rather you did not, 


Q Can you explain to the Tribunal why it was that the affen 5S, the 


personnel of the Waffen-SS, wore used -in anti-partisan activity? 


A Noe I did not know that the Waffen-SS was particularly used against 
the partisanse On the basis of my pos3 tion, I know that tho ifon-SS38 was 


often subordinate to army units and here, perhaps in exceptional cases,was 


wr a2 


~ 


ouployoct in mti-partisan activitios, Cn the whole, however, the Waffen-SS 
with its divisions was ^t tho fronte X. know nothing of the special partisan 
units of the Waffon-SS. 

Q I suggest to you that for military or other tasks that call for 
ruthlessness or political fanaticisn, tho Waffen-SS was used. Is that not so? 


A. I do not know that, I know mothing about ite Please give ne an 
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exauple so I can comment on ite 


Q Iwill tell you what Ficléemarshal Gocring has said d out it to the 
Dute, in the Palazzio Venezzio, on the 23 of October, 19h2 I am roforring tc 
the document D 729, Exhibit GB 281. He described Germany's nethod in fightin: 


the Partisanse 
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Q I'll tell you what Fiola Mershel Goorin 
Duco in tho Palazzo Vonozzia 
to tho Docunont D/729, Exhib 


Gor: i:ny'!s method in fighting 


says, "Gormony hod exporioncod tha 


usc in rvin^ o such measuros, 


D 


ce listen to 


of the 


the same roason 


of the Party who ha 


4.9. - 
, Selec ones 3 
WLLvCy, CONLTL Mn 


. ad 
parti annas + 
p we UL “ALSLLD e 


as 
LAr 


furthor auostions to csl t 


ribunal , 


A... 
vi 
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COLONEL SMIRNOV: I am going to ask c vory fow short questions with 

your pormissicne 
CROSS EXAMINATION 

BY COLONEL SMIRNOV: 

Q is I undorstood you, Witness, you were very surprised when you 
loarnod about tho killings in tho concentravion camps? 

Yese 
WU 4nd you contend that the Waffen did not participate in tho 


killings in tho concentration camps: 


I said that I ond my comrades of the Waffon SS know nothing about 


killings that wore carried out, The defense counsel told mo, I dc not 


Will you toll us, please, who wes in charge of tho 


concentration camp who took care of tho administration: 


No, they were not Komnandanturs of the Waffen SS,  Mombors of 
tho Nominal «affen SS were in tho Kommandanturs; but thoro is a cloar 


order of tho high command of the Vaffen S3 which I have already riontionod, 


It is included in tho army cirmicr of Decombor, '40, to tho effect that 


members of tho Totonkppf formatiow do not do any military sorvico in the 
a de 1, aa 
v 


sonse of tno SS. 


Q I would like to ask you to bo morc concisce So you contend that 


tho military Komandanturs in concentration camps were not undor tho vaffon 


Tho Kormandanturs were not under tho command of tho waffon S853 
but mombers of tho jaffon SS wore in the Kommandanturse Thoro is a 


ue 


But tho Vaffon SS woro not in charge of” tho Kormondanturs? 


No, they wore not Kommendsnturs of tho Waffen SS, 


Q  Anothor question. Before I rofrosh your memory on this question, 


is it tho staff of tho iaffon SS vno is rospomsible for the cri-os committed 


in the concentration camps? 
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A The inspector of tho concentration camps was tho supreme authority 
for the guards, personnel, and the Komaandantuzs of tho concontration 
camps 3 ond this inspector was rosy onsiblo, as far as I know, for all 
concentration camps e 

Q What was tho rank of Gluecks? Do you know that name? 

A  Gluecks was the Kommandantur or Komandant of the inspector at 
tho concontration campse 

Q I must ask you, what is his military rank? Was he a general 
Waffen officor? 

A Iblicve he was a Lt, Gonoral of the 


COLONEL SMIRNOV: Sir, please :.llow mo in order to refute tho words 


of the witness to present a documor: which, aldhough it is a privato 


oalr 


document, has on oxocoptioncl cvidon ial valuc e I sm speaking now of an 


n 
f 


order of tho Goncralmajor of tho ~a’fon SS, GLuecks about tho utilization 
of human hair in tho concentrat sampse If tho Tribunal please, while 
evidence was prosontod concerning the Auschvit z concentration c 


z ; Ree or te Lee 3 oe eer 
it wos montioncd that tho hair of 


nundreds of thousands of 
utilizod for comercial aims, wo ¢ ` know at that timo what was tho 
aim of tho utilizo tion of this now we have cvidenco 
utili zation in this documente 
"Sccrote  SS-Gonorol Economical and 
mont De, Concentration Gamps e Oronieonburg, August 6, 


Copy Number 13. Ro: Utilization of cut heir, To: Concentration 


iandants, ánd thon tho thirtcon concontration canps are montionod. 


"Tho Chief of tho Contral Beoncaieal md Adninstrativo Department of 

tho SS, SS-Obergrup»enfuechror Pohl, on tho basis of a report submitted to 
that all human heir cut in opncontxration camps bo accordingly 

utilized. Ruman hairs are spun into ind an. yarne Out of 
combca and cut hair of womon, hcir-yorn stockings for uwboat crows aro 
made, aswell as hair-fclt stockings for tho Roich roailwayse 

"Ihoroforo , I ordor that tho hair of womon prisonors after duo 
disinfection be collected. Cut hair of nalo prisonors must bo utilized 


beginning with 20 milimctcrs longth. 
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"SS-Oborgruppenfuohrer Pohl thc 


way of oxporinont tho hair of malo 


ronal length of 20 milinotors, 


"Tn order to 


RM 


Ags: of 


onors should bo morked in tho 


avoid facilitating 


Yollowing manner; 


Im, 


/zoforo gave his c nsont that in tho 
soners should bo cut only whon they 


escape in connection with the increase 


hair, in all cases here the Konzaandont finds it necessary the 


a strip should be 


of c nawow clipper through tho hair, 


all the 


socej.al production unit in one of 


instructions oa 


£ivon 


soparatel ye 


"Reports on axacunt of hair gx 


be submitted on 


1942 


Gluccks, SS-Brigado=] 


I would 


NAAT 


Kommandantur, Sachsen 


ulanturs cf tho congentratic 


L1O0Se 


Kommandanturs of the concont 


they wore among tho SS 


A I said they voro on th 


ossary for cconomic roasons 


A. 
.ommendoanturs, 


"no Reich authoritios 


Z 


COLONEL SiiIRNOV: “or clarity, 


attontion to tho sentence thero it 


MUNERE, ir 5 
ancuonacuson, 


charge of the Korm andantur, I have 


SIDENT: Do you want to 


S 


wt 
weil 


like to draw y 


acus One 


I wili op lain that, 


QVoLON 


trocps, wor 
oudgot 
Whon organizations 


which had tho possibility of we 


Liy wor’. 


n 
ce. 


amps will bo utilizod by croating 


the concontration camps, 


to tho delivery of storcs of hair will 


athored oach month, malo and fonale recorded 


oth of oach month, beginning with tho 


uechrer and Gonoralmajor of tho affen neSS," 


c. 2 attention to the siena 


gnaturo, 


D 


Do you still continuo to say that 


Maps voro not on tho budget of tho 


Tho Kommendanturs of tho Waffon SS, 


campS, worc in tho nature of tho 


an ! 
cn 


t thoy? 


of waffon SS; but it was 


woro to bo montioned by 


iS 


orking with Reich funds and 


on this q.uostion, may I draw your 


is anid, "Kommandantur KeLe, 


3 confirmod that the Waffen SS was in 


+ 
vo 


no moro quostions aske 


re-cxmino? 
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DR, PELCKMANN: I will ask the noxt witness about what I am asking 
now in one final quostion. 
BY DR. PELCEMA 
Q Did you over hear tho expression "Nominal WVaffon SS"? 
Yose The oxprossion "HNeminal-Jaffon SS" ws used by us for the 
Guards, personnel, and Kommandanturs ^f tholaffen SS. As far as these 


E 2d 


Komnandsnturs were in tho Waffen SS at ally we called thom tho Nominal 
5 


*affon SS I already ox lainod on tho regulation for 


roplacomont, wo had the Nominal | faffon SS, that is, tho troops; ond then 
3, 3 , > 


A 


e 


om tho cconomic budgot of tho Waffen S3, wo had various formations vhich, 
st tno order of Himmler, wore put thore so that thoy could enjoy the 
ocvantagos of the Waffen SS in regard to treatment by authoritios end so 
forthe 
Q Thon it was a technical Cxpression which was known everywhere, 
the Nominal .iaffon 3s 
that is the troops, were under 
Jaffon SS ICY Woi nder tho årny; and 
concontration camps we not C tho Kommandant of 
received no orders fron thome The inspector of the 
omn channel of coumond, 
recvived its mail ind pendently, and so forth; and as 


was not ovon conacetor with tho VHA», of which it was 


Thank you, 


c homendanture wore within tho budget of 


43 on the budget of the Waffon SS? 
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On tho budget, 
Of thc 
On the budget cf tho Jaffon SS, as far as I knows 


Q dnd was tho Inspectorate of concentration camps also on tho 
budget of tho ./affon SS? 
I cannot say for sures 
How wore the Waffen SS paid in the first place? Wero they paid 
same manner as the \iehrmacht? 
Yose 


were they paid tho sane amounts? 


4nd was thoir büdgot in the budget of the Wchrmacht or was thore a 


you mean "yos"? W s it in tho budget of the 
A Soparato budget? 
We were paid according to the rank pay order section of the Army, 
that is, from tho budgot of tho ‘ich cht 
Q o in &11 rospect s ak pay went, you woro part of the rogular 
army, is that right? 
Yos, that's righte 
Q why then did you keo is separa designation of ‘inffon SS if 


you wore part of tho lichrnacht? 


I assumed that Himmler ond particslarly Hitler wanted it that WO ye 


Ho wantod a ie 1 Golnal i pe 

Q You had soparato uniforms, did you not? You had difforont 
unifornus from tho Wehrmacht? 
4 wo had tho samo uniforms, only difforont insignia, Theat 
had the samc shouldor i insignis, onl; in addition wo had 
which tho ./chrnacht did not havo, 

Q To what extont after you joined tho arny, wc you still subject 
to Himlor's command? 

“© weren't under Himmaler's orders at cll, Up to 1939 SS 


Verfucgungstruppe wore under Hitlor's orders; and thon tho .affon SS was 


also under Hitlor's orders as conuondor-in-chicf of tho Jchrmacht.e 
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Qe Did Himmler have anything to do with tho Waffen SS? 
Ae Yos. For example, Himmler had the right to inspections he had the 
right to makc promotions, and as regards administration and caro of the troops, 
I know in legal matters, Himmler had an influence, That was his 


and as far as 


offices 

THE PRESIDENT: Tho witness can retire. 
DR. PELCKMANN: Your Lordship, to clear up the question which the Tribunal 
asked, I consider it necossary to call the head of WVHA, the witness 


has just 


Puhle 
THE PRESIDENTL Is he ono i ʻi tnessos that have been allowed to you? 
these witnesses. I only want to pre- 


PELCKMANN: It is not one o: 


pare orally for my written application which I shall hand in. 
THE PRESIDENT: The Tribunal thinks you had better call your next witness, 


Dre Polckmann. 
1 thc questions that you 


next witness will testify or 


DR. PELCKMANN: The or 
suge estion for the cross-examination 


I shall give my 


asked the last witnesse 
of the witness Puhl in writing. 


T call the witness Hauscre 
PAUL HAUSER, a witness, took tho stand and testified as follows: 


BY THE PRESIDENT: 


fill you state your full nanc, please? 


Paul Hausere 
fill you repoat this oath after me? 


I swear by God, the Almighty an Omniscient, that I will speak the pure 


truth and will withhold and add nothi LE 


(The witness repoatod tho oath) 


THE PRESIDENT: You may sit downe 


BY DR. PELCK'ANW: 


When wcro you born? 


I was born on tho 7th of October, 1880. 


dJ. 


You were a professional soldier? 
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When did you leave tho Wehrmacht? 
A. Om the lst of February, 1932, I left the Reichswchr as a lieutenant 
gonerale 
Qe How did vou come to the SS? 
A, In 1933, as a non-party member, I joined the Stahlhelm, 
2. Please speak more slowly, witness. 


T 


A. Im 1934 I was transferred to the SA reserve with this orgoniz&tion, 
A ter tho events in the summor of 1934, I was asked by Himmler whether I 
would be willing to take over the establishment and direction of an office- 
candidate school. I accepted this ċ--i-mmmont, and in November, 1934, I joined 
the Verfuegungstruppee 

Qe At what time and in what position did you acquire the knowledge which 
enabled you to appear here and testify as a witness for the SS? 

aster, 1935, to the simmer of 1936, I directed the school. 


Then I was inspector of tho Verfuczungstruppe from 1936 to 1939, During the 


war, for two years in each capacity, I led an SS division and an SS Panzer 


Corps, on! then from 1944 on, in tho army, I was employed as commoncder-in- 


chief of an army groupe 
I am im a position to give information on the Verfuogungstruppe in :oacoe 
and om the Waffen SS during tho war, as far as I know it personally; and 
it was under my orders, I did not kr.:; the Gencral SS. During the wor I was 
not cmployed at the Central Officce 
Qe What was your last rank in the Waffen SS? 
I was colonclegoneral of thc Waffen SS. 
What was your last position?. 
At the beginning of 1945 I was commander-in-chiof of Army Group B 
on tho southern flank of tho westorn front. 
Q. About how many divisions wore under you at that timo? 
This Army Group had 20 to 30 divisions, only two of which belonged 


to the Waffen SS. 


©. How did you as genornl of the Waffen SS come into a leading position 
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in tho Army? 
That was a result of close 2:operation between tho Army and the 
SS. On the basis of my previ-us experience with the Army, my cmploy= 
ment in that capacity was suggestede 
Qe Go back to the beginnings, When was the Verfuegungstruppo created? 
How strong was it, and how did it become? 
Ae The beginning of tho Vorfuegungstruppe went into the year 1933. In 
this year, the Leibstandarte was created as n sort of body guard for 
Hitlere Following that, individual »cattalions were formed moro for representa- 
purposes, Only at the very bc ‘nning, in 1933 and 1934, were men of the 
General SS used, Later the very youngest of the age-groups subject 
military duty were recruited. 
trength in 1936, and as an example, in 19397 
were three i:.antry regiments and three battalionse 
were four infantry regiments, one artillery regimont, and three 
al battalionse 


THE PRESIDENT: The Tribunal th*.ks this would be a convonicnt time to 


A" 


* 


brokk off. 


(A recess was takon) 
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THE PRESIDEN Tho Tribunal will adjourn at half past four this after- 
noone 
BY DR. PELCKMANN: 

Qe Witness, what was the purpose and the task of tho so-called Ver- 
fuegungstruppe? Was it to Serve as a new armed force cr snegside the Wehrmacht? 

A. The aim and the task could be scen from the basic de 
of August 1958.  Accordinz to those decrees the Verfuczungstruppe was 
long neither to the Wehrmacht nor to the Police. v was to form a 
troop at the disposition of Adolf Hitler and it was paid from State monics. 
The training was supervised by the Hich Command of the Army and replacements 
were to be taken from volumtcers of the youngest age group. 

Qe Through that was the Verfuegungstrupne to bc a political nucleus? 
The Prosecution accuses it cf being a special instrument for the oppression 
and doing away with of political opponents and of havin been a weapon for 
the realization of Nazi trains of thought. 

fie That is not truce Tho Vorfuecungstruppo had neither political nor 
police taskse It do rolopod eventually into a test troop which had to watch 
and observe all the old soldierly virtucs, to begin them with modern times, 
the relationship between officers and enlisted men, do away with the differcno 
without certain examinations, and for tho doing away with any and all oxclusive 
NCSSe 

Vere the members of the Verfucgungstruppe expected to p 

obedicnce? 

They swore obodionco and Loyalty to Adolf Hitler an to superiors 
but on unconditional obedience which would have included crime was not ex- 
pected and was not sworn ton 

Qe The prosecution is accusing the Vorfuegunestrunp o particularly of 
aving incited racial hatred and the fight arainst the Jews and that these two 
asks were its special oncSe ias tho troop trained that way? 

This education could only have been carried through by traininrz. Ts 
personally, as leader of tho candidate school as well as an inspector of this 


training, for I mysclf was a new man and had to orient myself to 
15919 
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processes ^f thought. I can tell you that race hatred and extermination of 
Jewry of the eastern peoples was never taught and was never demanded. 

Q According to the prosecutic , this troop served the purposc of pro- 
adpttah for an aggressive were Was their predominance in Germany through 
terror and the conquering of all Europe, was that taught? 

+. Those young troops needed time and peace for admission as candidatcs. 

t 
Their commanders were veterans of th. First orld Jrr without exception. 
They knew war and they knew that it hac brought misery ond misfortune to us 
once alreadye Terror on an unknown seale and conquering of small countries 


was completcly foreign to this young troop. 


Qe From the development and ti. ! ing up of this Verfucgungstruppe, 


witiout considering the reeestablishment of conscription in 1936, that 
through this troop a breach of thc Treaty of Versailles was being hoped fcr? 

à» Before the re-establishment of conseription, this troop had 45,000 
mcn only and could come into conside:.tion for neither 
offensive war. They had no divisional staff, they had no general 
they had no- replacement of mon or of ^ieors. . There was no preparation for a 
war of agcressions we wore not roady, 

THE PRESIDENT: Witness, could you speak.in a slightly lower tone of 
voice? The sound of your voico interferes with the sound of the interpreter's 
voice coming through tc use 

THE WITNESS: Yos, sir, 

BY DR. PELCKUV/ANN: 

Qe ‘hat task did you personally have as inspector of the Vorfuepgunc- 
struppo? 

å. I was not comančor with the power to issue orders and commands but 
r';thor I was an inspector rosponsiblo for training of the troop. Beyond 
that, I received executive orders frc.. Himmler on questions of organization. 

Qe Did the replacements consist of volunteers and where did they come 


from? What were the motivos for their joininc? 


^. Until the beginning of tho war rcplacements como from voluntecrs 
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only. In the first years, that is in 1933 and 1934, they came from the 
General SS. 

THE PRESIDENT: Witness, may I remind you once more to speak a little 
lower and a little less loud. Otherwise, the voices will cross in the transe 
lation. And please spenk a little more Slowly as well. 

å. The volunteers were recruited in the entire country from their 
applications, which were present in many caseSe Questions of ideology were 
not decisive. Men who wanted to serve in military scrvicc in tho various 
units and especially in motorized units, 

Q. What relationship existed botwecn thc Verfuegungstruppo and the many 
other various branches of the organization which was under Himmler's uniform 
command? 

Qe "hat can you tell us about the task of the Death's Head units? 

^, The tasks of the Death's Head units were contained in the basic 
decree of Aucust, 1938 and with varying degrees and at times they furnished 
guards for the concentration campse They hac no entrance to the inside of: 
the compe Their replacements were recruited among the German youth or among 
mon who ha already served their period of military servicce  Thoir training 
was not supervised by the armed forces but on the whole was rather soldierly, 

Qe Did service in the Death Head unit correspond or was it equal to 
service in the armed forces? 

^e No, that was not tho same and it did not scrve the same purposee 

% ånd these young volunteers who were recruited, did they know that 
they were to be used to supervise and guard concentration camps? 

i. I do not hive on insight into the recruiting of the Death Head units, 
but I do not believe that they were told the aim. 

Qe hat do you know about the participation of these Verfuegungstrunpe in 
the incidents of tho 30th of June, 1934 and the 9th of November, 1938? 

å. I can not speak of any participation on the 30th of June, 1934 for at 
that time I was not in the Verfuegungstruppe, but I do know th^t men of the 


Verfuegungstruppe were convinced that the executions which wero being carried 
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4 
out there had been caused by acts of the State and force used by tho S ate. 
The excesses of the 9th of November, 1938, the V_rfuegungstruppe was in no 
way connected withe The large majority, such as the regiment at Munich, 


and all the recruits, had gathc> '- -nich for the annual swearing in 


programe 
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Qe What do you mean by the Waffen SS ? 

Ae After the beginning of the campaign in the autumn of 1939, from the 
Reichsdeutsche (Reich Germans), the Death Head Units, and from men whe had 
been trained for the police, three divisions were first of all set up, and 
variousother smaller units which were grouped together were then set up 
under the name of Waffen SS.  Indreasing need for more troops for the war 
gradually led to a marked increase up to more than 35 divisions. In the 
unplanned growth or increase, it is a fact that the contributing factcr, 
that all German nationals who volunteered from the North, from the East, 


and from the Southeast cf Europe, served in this Waffen SS. The total 


strength, with all losses considered, might. be szid to be about 900,000 men. 


I might estimate that the figure of the Reichsdeutsche (Reich Germans) would 
comprise one-third to one-half. 

Qe At the end of the war ? 

Yes, at the end of the war, 

The Prosecution asserts that the Waffen SS deliberately parti ciapted 

war of aggression. Is that assertion correct ? 

Members of the Waffen SS did not have the impression that they were 
participating in a war of aggression, and that they were being used for that 
purposse They lacked any and all insight as to whether they were being 
used for a war of aggression. Their orders bound them to these idea, It 
was not possible for them to refuso vo participate in a war, 

Qe During the war was there a uniform or unified SS Chief Commandant ? 

To whom were the divisions subordinate during the war ? 

Ae A unified SS chief command post did not exist during the ware The 
main office was in Berlin and that was an administrative institution, All 
divisions of the Waffen SS were incorporated into the Army and fought 
under the command and in the final analysis, under the responsibility of the 
Anye I personally, in the five and one-Yalf years of the war, received 
orders only from the armed forces offices and agencies, 

Qe Did Heinrich Himmler have any influence on the divisions of the Waffen 
S8, and if so, what influence did ^e have ? 
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Ae The division which hai been incorporated into the Army was subordinate 
to Heinrich Himmler only in question of personnel, the appointment of offi- 
CerS s ancin judicial questions and questicns of organization, 

Qe The Prosecution states that the Waffen SS used special means of combat 
and that they fought deliberately cruelly, that they used terror methcds, 
and carried through methods of extermination. 

Ae I must give you a straight noe The troop was young, $t had no tradi- 
tion, afd it had no nemee It had to prove itself first. The commanders 
had only personal pride in guarding the reports and the name of this troop 
in the brief time they were fighting in the field. The divisions in the 
Army fought in a mixed way with the troops and the generals would have 
treated any means that deviated from plain fighting just as they took 
steps in tactical matters -- they would have stepped in if this accusation 
of a terrorist method of fighting would have been a correct ones They would 
have noticed it gust as I wovld have noticed it for the commanders are on 
the road days on end and they see how the troops are fighting and can judge 
what methods are being usede 

Qə Were the officers and men to know about the holding of plebiscites ? 

Ae Even in peacetime and as part of thier training the officers anc men v 
were informed of the Hague Conventicn and the Hague Rules of Land Warfarde 
The testing and supervision o f ity of course, took place constantly during 
the war 

Qe Is it correct that Himmler, at one time, saic that the successes 
of the Waffen SS were to be credited to terroristic. measures ? 

Ae Heinrich Him mler used this expression at one time in a speeche 
I reported to him that it was completely wrong, that we had not gained our 
successes through terror methods that preceded us, but rather, through the 
brave work of men and of officers, and in serious cases, up to our last 
possibility, 

Qe What basic principles were applied fcr the treatment of hostile pri- 


soners-ofewar ? 
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Ae The prisoners-of-war were treated according to the rules which applied 
in the Army. First cf all, welfare work, food, treat,cnt, just like in the 
Armye I personally in some regions where I was stationed noted that 
Prt "3 and foe were treated alike, acc rding to the same princ$ples, and the 
old way of handling prisoners or of dealing with prisoners dic not aprlye 

Qe Was the nomination of Himmler to the rank of Commander in Chief cf 
the replacement Army and their orz^nization,21d was his nomination and appoir 
ment as chief of the Prisonereof—ijar system the cause of any changes in 


policy ? 


A, Regarding the Waffen SS& nog But, the Prissnerecfiilar system was put 
uncer his authority since Heinrich “immler was Supreme Commander of the 
Replacement Army, and he decreed that the higher SS and Police Leaders at 
home be charged with the supervision cf the security measures of the prisoner 
of-war campse I do not know, however, the details, I can only state that 
thereupon, the Higher SS and Police leaders were made generals in the Waffen 
S8, 

Qe The Prosecution asserts that the Waffen SS, because of their will to 
destrcy committed crines against humanity and crimes against the laws of 
war in the occupied countries and arbitrarily destroyed cities and villages, 
Did the Waffen SS participate in those measures and in the deportation of 
nationals to Gormany ? 

Ae I had occasion to see these troops during the ware I lived with troops 
in the east and west, The relationship was always a good ones It rested 
on mutual aid and assistance. Where we had to call the indigent populatic 
to help us, of course, for instance, repair work, they received food for 
their services, The arbitrary destruction of villages would have made it 
more difficult for us to get accommodations. I don't remember a single 
case in which the front troops of uy division had ever taken hostages or 
destroyed villages as a punishment. 

Qe Before the Eastern campaign, had you known of a decree of Hitler's 
which allegedly said that excesses of the troops toward the civil :^oulaticon 


were not to be punished ? 15127 
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Ag “hat was not tho worcing of the crdere Rather, it left the decision 
as to whether the troops, in their excesses towards the civil population, 
should be prosecuted by court anc that was left to the court, 

The sentences tere reported to the Reichsfuehrer and excesses like that were 
punished very, very severolye 

Qe Do you know the Kommissar order or Cecree ? 

A. The Komm ssar order or decree was addressed only to the corps for the 
Waffen SS. In 191 we Cid not have any corps at that timee This decree 
was and is unknown to me, thereforc, we could not have been guided by ite 
I recall only having seen a later cecree which asked for the forbidding of 
Kommissars,. The troops, in reality, were not toc concerned with this order 
for the Kommissars, as such, were nct recognized by front troops ? 

Qe Was the fight against the partisans a special task of the Waffen S9 ; 
and was this fighting to be consicev^d a fight of exteruPnation ? 

Ae The fight against partisans eee 

(At this point there was a mechanical breakdown). 


THE PRESIDENT: The Tribunal will adjourn for t- day o 


(The Tribunal adjourned until 1000 hours, 6 august 19466) 





